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Copyright Royal Institute of Technology Library, Stockholm, Sweden

In September I851, under the command of Captain C. A. Virgin, the
Swedish Frigate Eugenie embarked on a twenty-one month voyage around
the world with government orders to establish political and trade relations, and to explore the natural environment ofthose countries the frigate
visited. Our cover, a map of the circumnavigation of the Frigate Eugenie,
comes from the Captain's published account of this historic Swedish
voyage. During her voyage the Eugenie sailed across the Atlantic, Pacific
and Indian Oceans. She sailed around Cape Hom and the Cape of Good
Hope, and laid by at most of the important islands, including the
Galapagos, Hawaii, Tahiti, the Marianas, the Phillipines and St. Helena.
The only stop on the North American continent was in the Bay of San
Francisco. For a description of this stop, see our lead article, "The
Andersson Papers: Travels in the Western Hempisphere, "by Evelyn T
Sander, who has translated the experiences and impressions of Nils
Andersson, a botanist who traveled with the Eugenie.
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From the Editor's Desk

The Editor enjoyed a "mini-sabbatical" recently, spending a threemonth term as a Fulbright lecturer in Dunedin, New Zealand. That exceptionally beautiful country is located, of course, in the South Pacific,
six thousand miles away from California, but a visitor from the American
West cannot help but be struck by similarities . While the Editor was
in residence at the oldest university in New Zealand (the University of
Otago, founded in 1869), having come from the oldest university in the
American West (the University of the Pacific, founded in 1851), she
found herself living in an extraordinarily young society, one which had
developed rapidly after the coming of the English settlers in the 1840s.
Less than a generation later, in the 1860s, a gold rush occurred which
led to population expansion, with numbers of the miners coming from
Australian gold fields, some of whom before that had mined in the Mother
Lode of the Sierra. Further parallels are seen in the awareness now of
the need for conservation of the priceless environment and in the attention to the issue of the role in society of the Maori people, those indigenous New Zealanders who were displaced by the settlers. So though
far from home, this Californian found that many aspects of New Zealand
were very familiar indeed.
THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN announces that it will inaugurate in the
next issue a Letters to the Editor column. The editor will accept letters
that relate directly to material that has been published in THE PACIFIC
HISTORIAN. Letters that offer comments or raise questions in regard
to recently published articles, book reviews or booknotes are invited and
will be considered for publication. Material that does not fall into these
categories cannot be considered. The editor will be the final judge as
to whether or not a letter will be published. The editor further reserves
the right to edit letters accepted for publication according to commonly
accepted standards of appropriate usage. Send letters to THE PACIFIC
HISTORIAN, Holt-Atherton Center for Western Studies, University of
the Pacific, Stockton, CA 95211.

Nils Andersson was a renowned botanist and natural historian in his homeland, Sweden. Born in
1821, he attended local schools and went on to the University of Uppsala. While preparing his
doctoral dissertation he became known for his research on willows. At the time of his appointment
as a botanist to accompany the ''Eugenie '' voyage, he had published a revised edition of a major
collective work on botany. After his return he took a position at the University of Lunds as a professor of natural history and continued to write books on botany.
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THE ANDERSSON
PAPERS
Travels in the Western Hemisphere
Translation by Evelyn Therese Sander

Introduction
The ''Andersson Papers'' are selected excerpts
in English translation from Nils Andersson's
book En Verdsomsegling, skildred and bref
(Description in Letters of a circumnavigation by
Nils Andersson) published in 1853 in Stockholm,
Sweden. The ''Papers'' are a collection of fourteen letters, some of them quite lengthy, in which
the author describes his experiences and impressions during his voyage around the world.
Botanist by profession, Andersson was in
charge of the scientific mission on board the
frigate " Eugenie." His collected botanic specimens and scientific records of fauna and flora
were to become instrumental in the development
of research in natural history in Sweden.
In his "Letters," mailed home from the countries he visited, Andersson pursued an entirely
different area. Before his departure he had made
arrangements with the Stockholm newspaper
Aftenbladet to publish the letters he would send
to it during his voyage. His aim was to inform
the general public as objectively and as accurately as he could of the landscape, the inhabitants
and the social interactions which he would have
observed .

During the twenty-two months of her circumnavigation, the "Eugenie" crossed the Atlantic,
the Pacific and the Indian Oceans. She sailed
around Cape Horn and the Cape of Good Hope.
She docked at most major islands: the Galapagos,
Hawaii , Tahiti, the Marianas , the Phillipines,
Mauritius, and St. Helena. She visited countries
in South America, Australia (New Holland) ,
China, India, and South Africa. She also visited
North America, her only stop was in California
in San Francisco Bay.
The frigate remained anchored in the Bay for
twelve days . Andersson used part of that time
to explore San Francisco and to compose his impressions of this ''New World,'' news of which
had flooded the European continent with fabulous
tales of incredible golden treasures buried in her

Evelyn Therese Sander is a language instructor at the
University of California , San Diego, and also is on
the archival staff of the UCSD libraries. Additionally, she is a freelance translator of historical and archaeological texts.
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hills. The sometimes humorous, often philosophical and always colorful accounts of his day by
day adventures are as surprising for a scientist
of his stature as they are engaging for those who
read them. In this letter from Alta California he
attempts through his masterful command of the
written word to convey his perceptions to the
reader. As a visitor, he had unencumbered vision and judgment, and his writings reveal the
naturalist to have had a deep understanding for
human nature.
The visit to Alta California marked approximately the mid-point of his adventurous voyage.
To Andersson it meant that they were ''homeward bound," because now, he said, " ... the
course was set again in the direction of the Old
World .. . . "
After many more exciting layovers and many
more long months of sailing through straits and
across oceans, the frigate arrived in Sweden in
June 1853. She was welcomed home with a
flurry of excitement and her return was celebrated as an event of national importance. To
Andersson it seemed as if, '' . . .the sparkle of
the clear summer days was reflected in each
blade of grass, as if it was emanating from every
flower and as if the golden glow of the June sun
trembled in the leaves of the nordic birches. . . . "
Invitations to parties and gatherings were
endless. Endless, too, were the questions from
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all sides: "Which country did he like best?" ''Which form of government was best suited to
make people happy?" - "Which religion is the
most satisfactory one?" - "Which country was
the most beautiful one?" - "Where would he
have preferred to remain if he had a choice?"
The futility of replying to each one honestly and
satisfactorily was obvious because as he said,
"The impressions I had from the places I saw
were of such diversity, of such difference in intensity and quality that each place has to be
evaluated on its own merit.''
In the end he decided to add one brief chapter
to his already finished book of collected letters,
to which he gave the title "Looking Back." The
country which had made the deepest impression
on him, he wrote, was gold-rich, poor California. There he found numbers of his own countrymen toiling in the sweat of their brows
together with people from all parts of the world;
they faced untold hardships as they sought to
build new lives for themselves in a New World.
Yet love for their homeland remained strong and
unshaken.
After the first publication in Stockholm in
1853, the two volumes of his lt<tters were translated into German by Dr. Karl Kannegiesser, instructor at an orphanage in Berlin, and published in 1854. They were also translated into
Norwegian and Dutch but never into English.

Frigate Eugenie

SAN FRANCISCO, THE CITY
aturally we did not neglect visiting San
Francisco. That place has become so
famous in the world and has played such
a far-reaching and significant role in recent
political events of the world that it would be unthinkable not to give it preferential treatment in
our narrative. I only wish I possessed the ability
to describe the medley of European-type ostentation, of wretchedness, of riches and poverty,
of good fortune and despair of this creation of
the moment and of chance - where no step can
be taken without admiring the predominance of
the human spirit over matter, while at the same
time, one cannot help grieving and bemoaning
the dependence of the spirit on its vices and on
its wicked yearnings, on its self-centeredness and

N

on its craving after transient pleasures in contrast with the pure and the sublime which should
be the aim of its efforts.
When visiting California, and even more so
when passing judgment upon it as it is just now,
one has to adopt a particular frame of mind, one
has to lay aside any other standard by which
countries and people are usually measured; all
requirements for law and order have to be abandoned and one has to free oneself from every
consideration for conventional attitudes and
moderation. Here one moves in the ways of unvarnished deception and of spurious fabrications
of the moment. The beauty and splendor which
seem to shine forth towards the beholder contain nothing but emptiness and misery. Respec-
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View of San Franicsco in 1850 showing the wharf of the Panama Steamers.
tability, or rather what represents itself as such,
crumbles into nothingness at the most superficial
scrutiny . San Francisco resembles an elaborate
stage-setting, an irony of its size and a mockery
of its happiness. The heart aches to see so much
misery . Despite all that, probably no other place
on earth can offer such a variety of food for
thought and reflection, none can so stimulate and
inflame the curiosity, none can so mesmerize,
and none so fascinate and lull to sleep him who
chases after the phantom of pleasure and the
phantom of action.
Here is a city of?0-80,000 inhabitants sparkling with brilliance because of its gold and its
affluence through trade, storing in her fairy castle
fabulous treasures and offering everything
human industriousness and inventiveness could
possibly produce to satisfy the most discriminatory and affected taste - even if only for the sake
of profit. Here she is, large and expansive, luring a stream of people in immense waves from
Europe, Asia and Australia. Here all the products
of the world are being rotated at a dizzying speed
which is only surpassed by the swiftness with
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which new products created for profit-making
are moved out from here. And this city, this accumulation of wealth, this pomp, this stupendous
turn-over of goods of all possible varieties is a
creation of just six years! She has burst forth
before our eyes and has developed with each
swing of the pendulum. Three years ago, there
was nothing here but a row of tents. Fire swept
over the newly constructed homes and ashes
covered the barely one-year-old buildings of the
city, but like the Phoenix, she has risen out of
the ashes and has spread her mighty wings
toward power and glory. To tell the truth, if there
is cause anywhere so it is here to stop and contemplate how much fortitude has been bestowed on feeble man for creating this monumental
undertaking out of nothing . So you can imagine
the great interest with which we looked around
the Metropolis of Vanity, this new Babylon of
the New World.
San Francisco occupies a sandy, sloping,
amphitheater-shaped narrow stretch of land between two hills that jut into the harbor and are
overgrown with tall shrubbery. Forming almost

a perfect square, the city spreads inland onto
wide open sandy country and climbs some rather
barren heights. The upper part of the city is
located on their crests, while the lower part is
built on piles or on wrecked ships right into the
sea that seeps into the empty spaces in the lowest
streets. The entire bottom part of the city is built
only on fill that has been dumped hastily around
the piles. On this foundation, often regular stone
buildings have been erected, which quite frequently , therefore, produce cracks that are too
wide to be repaired or they just collapse. There
are no streets here, only bridges which are in a
state of great delapidation; they have been constructed by those who first took possession of the
land and now own it. These bridges are full of
holes and gaps and are as unsightly as they are
dangerous for men and animals. Four or five of
them extend far out into the harbor and are called
wharfs . Around and alongside of them the merchant flotilla is moored, consisting of several
thousand ships and a great number of steam
boats. These come in all possible sizes and
shapes, from the imposing clipper-ship to the

small sloop, at times shaped smartly, sailing at
great speeds and other times plump and unwieldy, sometimes freshly painted and all
spruced up, sometimes carrying the unmistakable
signs of the fury of the ocean and of the storms.
Here they are assembled from across the oceans
of the world displaying their many-colored flags.
Often an old shipwreck can be found tied down
with ropes between the houses along these streetlike bridges. Because of rising costs, it is now
beyond repair and worn out with age and hardships, taking its ease by serving as "storeship" 1 or warehouse for all kinds of different
merchandise. Many of these boats serve for
storage of all types of household furnishings
belonging to the new immigrants, who cannot
be bothered with everything they brought with
them while they are travelling. They store them
there at great costs in order to protect them from
fire which is here a very common occurrence.
If the belongings are not claimed later on because often the unknown owner has died up
there in the mines - they are sold at public auctions without inspection of the contents. This
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very often yields a very handsome profit for the
proprietor of the warehouse.
The regular streets through the city are very
broad and cross each other at right angles. The
majority of them are covered with wooden planks
laid down crosswise close to each other like
bridges or else they are just ordinary sand like
our highways. There are no cobblestone streets
anywhere. The houses on these streets are of the
greatest and most peculiar variety imaginable.
At times they are small huts made of boards, on
rollers or cylinders painted red or white; at other
times they are spacious wooden structures of one
or two stories; then again there are elegant red
brick buildings like in England with mostly flat
roofs. and sometimes a square gable-wall, which
gives them an individual appearance. Then again
a huge iron structure rises up there like a gigantic beehive. But all these buildings of wood,
brick, sailcloth or iron, which are mixed together
in such disorderly manner, have one feature in
common; they are either stores or they are warehouses .
When ambling through the streets, especially
the main streets, one beholds a spectacle that cannot possibly be surpassed anywhere else, not
even in the cities of North America with their
penchant for bartering, trading and promotional
activities. Everywhere colossal signs can be seen
on the house walls, the chimneys, the front
gables, the foundation walls; in other words, in
every place where there is only the slightest
chance for fastening, signs jutt out like tremendous props with gigantic letters or bizarre paintings. There are flags, pennants, pillars, obelisks,
pans, hammers, axes or other tools of enormous
dimensions . Above them, inscriptions in any one
of the European languages announce the name
of the proprietor and the type of trade. It is
almost like wandering through a vast forest in
which the signs protrude like menacing branches,
where one subconsciously bends the head and
This 1853-54 lithograph illustrates two of
Andersson's observations of San Francisco.
First, it shows a sample of the variety of signs
which covered the city. And secondly, it indicates
the diverse nationalities which resided side by
side. Here the Nicaragua Steamship Company
and Duncan's Chinese Sale Rooms share an area
on Sacramento Street.
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veers around as well as possible, almost crawling around these dangerous obstacles. And what
an abundance of merchandise is available inside!
Here sparkle jewels in their precious settings,
there lies the gold, some crafted into priceless
pieces of exquisite beauty, some left as bars shining in their purity . Yet the wealth and glitter in
these stores is eclipsed by the staggering piles
of solid gold radiating from inside the business
places of the bankers.
One moment one catches a whiff of the most
delicate fragrances; the next moment the eye is
caught by an astounding number of glistening,

. NI CA RA GUA
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highly polished and delicately crafted metal articles. Over there a seemingly limitless stock of
the most elegant clothes is spread out, fashions
in all possible shapes and styles from underwear
to topcoats, from slippers to hats. In a country
where the cost of laundry is extremely high and
shiploads of dirty linens are sent to China and
the Sandwich Islands to be returned washed and
ironed, it does not pay to mend old clothes. If
a shoe is torn or if there is a tear in a coat or
in a pair of trousers, or a spot on a shirt - though
one would not be punished for wearing it - out
it goes without the slightest feeling of remorse.

All that needs to be done is to direct one' s step
towards the appropriate clothing store and leave
it transformed and beautified without having
spent more than what it would have cost to have
the old clothes mended or the soiled ones
cleaned.
In some areas the streets are barely passable
because of a profusion of goods taking up wide
spaces in front of the houses. There are huge
quantities of staple provisions and fruits as well
as articles made from iron, a variety of goods
from China and many kinds of objects from
Europe. At each step the nostrils are teased by
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tempting scents emanating from restaurants and
refreshment booths. Nearly at each street corner shelves have been erected against the walls
of the houses. They are loaded with delicious
dishes, enticing drinks, steaming tea kettles and
coffeepots with which one can satisfy the demands of the stomach and the longing of the eyes
while standing up protected by a canvass roof.
One can hear the clanging of billiard balls and
the rumble of bowling balls, and from every corner echo the shouts of' 'This way, Gentlemen!,''
alternating with the hoarse voices of the auctioneers, who offer their wares from all over the
world to the highest bidder. If to this are added
the gambling houses that are sprouting in teeming numbers in every street from which the invitation of the croupiers ''Make your game,
Gentlemen!" can be heard mingled with the
sound of a large orchestra, the clatter of discs,
the jangling of gold and silver coins, the roaring of laughter or frenzied screams of the
gamblers, the shuffling and pushing everywhere,
the volume of blinding light, the general noise
and din, then one can imagine the turbulent
chaos, the foolishness, the restive spirit, the
never-to-be-quieted greed which stares at us in
a thousand forms at each step. It grins at us from
every business. It echoes from every call ....
London and Paris, when considered in their
entirety, have greater uniformity. They evolved
national characters that permeate life and country . But here people of many nationalities and
racial backgrounds speak many different languages. Here they can all be seen: the Chinese
in his loose, wide garment with his hat like a
parasol, with his hair braided and with his heavysoled shoes. The dandy from Europe walking
about like a peacock in his fashionable colorful
finery with a disdainful look on his face. The
goldminer from the high-country, looking pretty much like a vagabond with dishevelled hair,
long beard, huge boots, and torn clothes. The
prim shopkeeper, often German, neatly brushed and smooth, his behavior ingratiating and
subservient. Finally the sailor, calmly rolling the
tobacco in his mouth, his hat pushed back on his
neck, his handkerchief casually knotted over his
chest, his whole face flaming red from just having finished reenforcing himself with a strong
beverage. In short, this canvas of San Francisco
is a most astounding mosaic; and without having seen the turmoil and without having experi-
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enced the pandemonium and confusion which are
evident everywhere, no description of it can convey an altogether complete idea.
The city is neither European nor anything else.
On account of this extraordinary mixture, she
lacks individual character, and therefore cannot
arouse lasting interest. The unmitigated impression of fakery evokes constant memories, as if
one had seen it all before. Words from a host
of languages constantly pound at one, although
it is not possible to identify a particular language,
and the eyes soak up the products and the idiosyncrasies from the world over in their kaleidoscopic medley. All this makes it difficult, if not
impossible, to feel at home here. For a short time
it is amusing to be swept along with the current,
wandering around, being amazed and listening
curiously. Soon, though, an inexplicable weariness begins to set in, for there is nothing to hold
on to; with a feeling of joy and gratitude for having a home that is filled with peace and contentment - even if it is a long way off- I bid farewell to this abode of confusion.
There are not a great number of public buildings in San Francisco. Churches are neither
numerous nor are they remarkable; no steeple
stretches towards the sky in a city that is replete
with earthiness. Several shipwrecks in the harbor have been designated as places or worship;
obviously piety is not the order of the day here.
Theaters, too , don't strike the eye because of
their notable exterior. The so-called "Jenny Lind
Theater" was, however, a fairly solid building
of chiselled limestone, remarkable for its pure
lines and beautiful proportions. In a city where
price lists and auction catalogues are circulated
so abundantly and are studied with such fervor,
it is unthinkable that the arts would be held in
high esteem or celebrated for their ennobling
triumphs. Pickpockets, swindlers of all caliber,
charlatans in every kind of configuration prosper
here more easily than in any other part of North
America. The newspapers abound daily with
brazen announcements and hyperbolic pronouncements as well as with reports of the most
absurd debates imaginable, for no other purpose
but making more money. With respect to education I cannot give any information; but judging
from the sixfold prices of books, I can conclude
that literature is not passionately venerated and
that its products do not capture a rapacious
market.
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Jenny Lind Theater was first built in 1850, afterwhich it burned three times and was rebuilt. After
the last fire the owner rebuilt the structure of stone and reopened its doors in 1851. In 1852 the
building was purchased by the City of San Francisco and remodeled to become the first city hall.
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The roofs of the houses are all filled with
vessels containing water to be used when fires
break out, disasters that have swept over the city
so frequently (often caused by arson) that it is
mandatory to invent safeguards. For that purpose
large wells have been dug at the street corners
so that the firehoses can be filled straight from
there in case of need. The most devastating fire
that has afflicted the city broke out in May of
last year and consumed almost the entire lower
part of the town. But within three short days, new
structures rose up out of the still smoldering
ashes. Transactions were once more in full swing
and by all appearances nothing had changed.
ublic sessions of the law-courts are held
in a large open space inside the aforementioned Jenny Lind Theater from a high
platform erected in its center. From there , too ,
issue forth those American speeches which are
as lengthy as they are spirited, and here a rather
abbreviated kind of justice is meted out.
The state of jurisdiction is of the same arbitrary
nature as everything else. The adage ''summum
jus summa injuria '' seems to have been adapted
collectively as truth, and the witty remark of a
professor that "All justice, my friend, is relative" is accepted without mental reservations.
Wherever feasible the curly paths of justice are
discarded in favor of taking the law into one ' s
own hands as forcefully and as fast as possible.
Attorneys belong here to the class of the least
affordable luxuries. A lawyer cannot be offered
2
less than twenty to thirty Talers for one hour' s
conference. The general contention is that the
outcome of a trial is in no small measure dependent on the pecuniary reasoning with which
proofs can be supported. This makes it easy to
understand why this business - for everything
in California is a business - is supposed to be
very lucrative for those who are engaged in it.
No more than just a few years ago the city had
no regular police force. When, however, murders and robberies became the order of the day ,
civic minded citizens formed a so-called Safety
Committee. Thieves were apprehended, murderers seized and many a villain who had slipped
through the impotent hand of the law was hanged without further ado at the next lamppost. This
lynch-law was applied with rapid and unremitting severity. Thanks to that process the city is
now a paragon of security . Now things can be
left anywhere, in the streets, on bridges, on

P
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steamers or in other public places and - I have
tried it myself - be assured to find them untouched in the same place. The police is as well
organized and as helpful as anywhere in Europe.
Police officers can be recognized by small silver
badges pinned to their vests and by nothing else
because they are dressed like any of the better
class citizens. They mingle with the crowds and
exercise their protective power with the assistance of anyone from whom they request it.
Nevertheless, instead of taking advantage of
the intervention by the police, it is quite commonly accepted to deal with adversaries on an
individual level. Only we who are neutral and
somewhat prejudiced observers can recognize a
peculiar characteristic considered here quite normal and natural. One of our fellow countrymen
who has an office that occasionally also serves
as an employment agency had found a position
for a sailor on a boat and for this service had3
received the customary fee of five Piasters.
Dissatisfied with his employment the disgruntled
sailor soon returned with his contract and in no
uncertain terms requested restitution of his payment, upon which our countryman fetched a pair
of pistols from a room in the back and using the
weapons as his megaphone asked the man to
leave. Prompted by such significant reasoning,
the sailor walked out quick as a wink.
The police are also very preoccupied with capturing sailors who frequently desert their ships,
thus leaving them without crews. Three of our
men had tossed off too many drinks during their
shore-leave and had become embroiled in a freefor-all. They were overpowered and forcefully
taken to one of the ships moored at the piers
where they were kept against their will . But to
their own amazement and satisfaction, the next
day the police had already found them and they
were conducted safely to the frigate.
Everything bears the traces of rushing by the
day and by the hour, of the passion for greed and
of ingenious deceit and avarice. The only existing
motivation here is the dollar; there is nothing else
that is valued and nothing else worth pursuing.
The glitter of gold overshadows all else. Admittedly, in all fairness , one should not be blind
towards the immense and admirable achievements [here] that represent the fruit of human
endeavor. But when searching for the cause that
stimulated them, one is always, time after time ,
confronted by this wonderous phantom that calls

itself manunon, before whom the multitude sink
down to their knees in prayer, on whose altar
they offer sacrifices and in whose service they
develop their talents and their cunning.
uring our stay, which lasted only twelve
days, two events absorbed the attention
of the public. As these are characteristic for America, I want to mention them in passing. One of them was the election of the Presi4
dent of the United States. Flags and oversized
bulletins were proof of the general happiness
about the outcome. The results of the election
were just made known when we arrived . It was
welcomed with such emphatic exaltation that the
windows in most of the houses burst, permitting
the explosive force of the torrent of jubilation
to pour out more freely . But three days later the
news arrived of the death of the great statesman
and orator Henry Clay. Momentarily mourningbands were wrapped around the shops, the columns in front, the signs and all the houses. Flags
were at half-mast and a great part of the population wore mourning attire just as we do when
our king has died. Yet he , whose grave waited

D

for him, had only been a simple citizen, without
distinguished ancestors or high official status,
without having been a war hero , or having been
wealthy. But he was a patriot in whom the fatherland took great pride because his whole life had
been devoted to its service. His name had enveloped the entire population with its shining
glory .. .Throughout the whole country from the
Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico, from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, everyone was crushed
with mourning and revered his memory . What
powerful incentive for the efforts of the individual when the whole nation rises up like one body
in order to give solemn testimony for this citizen
who had made himself so highly deserved of his
fatherland. The day of our departure, a commemorative procession was to be held consisting
of representatives from all the States ofthe Union
and from all the different ethnic backgrounds
speaking many different languages . Even the
Chinese, although they had arrived last, would
participate. The invitation for this celebration
was published in the newspaper before our
departure .

DEPARTURE FROM SAN FRANCISCO

eing exceedingly tired and becoming
weary of San Francisco, I longed to see
the interior of the country where I could
see some of the North American scenery full of
rocky mountains , where I could fmd out about
the workings of gold mining , and, above all ,
where I could meet with my fellow countrymen
and observe personally how they were getting
along in order to send a truthful report home .
A word of warning might possibly cause some
to think twice before they decide impetuously to
leave their homeland and it might make them
judge the consequences more prudently . To be
sure, for the costs of an eight day trip over here
one might easily travel six months in Sweden;
nevertheless, the above reasons seemed weighty
enough to me to overcome all further economic
scruples.

B

Hence, I betook myself one afternoon to one
of the piers that extended far out into the bay,
the "Pacific Wharf" where three steamboats
were moored ready to leave for Sacramento.
Decorated with myriads of many-colored flags
and with yard-long signs announcing the departure, arrival, and destination; crawling with bellringing , screaming and brawling promoters,
these huge edifices were gradually filled with
travelers . In Europe departure is generally
scheduled for the morning and the hours of the
day are left for travel so that passengers have the
opportunity to see the coast while passing by .
Here, in the land of commercial preoccupation,
one travels at night, lest a single minute of the
day might be lost which could have been used
to conclude an advantageous business deal. In
order to attract the greatest number of passengers
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and to prevent them from taking a boat of the
competition, it happens frequently that steamers
belonging to one and the same company permit
some passengers to travel free of charge. It is
rumored that one new steamship company had
hired a first rate group of musicians for the entertainment of the great number of passengers who
had been invited for a free passage and who were
feasted with an excellent dinner - all in the interest of promotion . If in spite of the utter confusion, the crowds, and the noise that accompanies the departure, one has eventually secured
one's own person and one's luggage on board
ship, then this has been mostly achieved by
Providence with the assistance of one's own
efforts .
Thanks to Providence, then, I found myself on
board the "Antelope," but, Dear Lord, in what
kind of company! It was like having been
transposed into a second Noah's Arc with the difference that instead of finding an array of
zoological exhibits, I had chanced upon a
showcase filled with representatives from all the
ethnic groups in the world in every conceivable
shape and form. Only after a considerable period
of time and after having had to make my way
with great effort through throngs of people with
diverse facial features, was I at last able to stretch
out on deck between groups of chattering
Chinese with my duffel bag for a pillow. I had
entrusted my burdensome paraphernalia which
identified me as an officer of the war frigate to
my comrades on board the ''Eugenie,'' because
I thought it to be prudent to travel incognito. My
wallet and I felt very good about it.
We navigated up the Bay towards where the
mighty Sacramento River empties into its northwest corner. Alarmed by the rumbling and puff-
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ing of the fantastic steam animal, millions of
birds ascended from the islands we passed. On
every side rose the coast, towering and majestic,
but naked and wild. We passed the city ofBallejo,5 where the General of the same name had
lived like a minor king ten years ago . Being the
owner of immense herds of cattle, he proceeded
to establish a capital city with buildings for the
officials and for the administration of the state.
But he had to abandon the undertaking and in
fact pay a substantial fine which, while not reducing him to poverty, diminished his status considerably. We dropped anchor and paid a hurried visit to the town of Benicia where the
California National Division of the Army, consisting of several hundred men, had their headquarters. Shortly after, we found ourselves on
the river which is as wide as the Thames near
London or almost as wide as the Rhine near Cologne. The banks are low, covered with a dense
growth of willows with a sprinkling of giant
Poplar trees shooting up high among them. At
both sides of the low stream, vast green plains
of our ordinary seaweed (scirpus la custris) extend beyond range of sight to the mountains
whose outlines are dimly visible against the
horizon. Farther on the river narrows and the
banks grow higher. Isolated houses reveal that
the country is inhabited. How different will be
the sight here in a few years when these limitless
wide open spaces will be settled by farmers
working the land, who will dig their gold on gilded acres and exchange the hammer and spade of
the miner for the serene plough. Then villages
and towns will adorn this majestic river, and
where some years before the beaver had constructed his intricate dwelling unchallenged, man
will build his house.

NOTES:
1. Andersson used the English expression ''store-ship''
here.
2. One taler had the approximate value of $1.50.
3. Andersson writes, " ... he requested gold . . . " in
payment, but the sailor paid in pesos (piastres), which
were silver coins. Piaster was supposedly an adaptation from the Mexican currency "peso." At the time
two pesos were the equivalent of one American dollar.

The agent had charged the sailor $2.50 for his service.
4. The election of Franklin Pierce as President of the
United States occurred in November 1852. He took
office in March 1853.
5. The original text reads here "Die Stadt Ballejo";
pronunciation of B and V in Spanish are quite similar.
Andersson refers to the city of Vallejo.
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State Politics and

Educational Leadership
•
Ill California:
The Ebb and Flow of
the Nineteenth Century
Thomas James

riting at the end of the nineteenth century about the development of schooling in the West, the educator A. D .
Mayo lamented that ''the common school in
California was virtually in the condition of an
unnaturalized foreign visitor. ' ' This was perhaps
true in the 1850s, shortly after statehood. By a
few years later, however, public education had
begun to take definite shape in California. A
distinctive pattern of educational leadership
emerged as the cities and larger towns led the
way in building schools, and then the state attempted to transform local practice into a universal policy for all districts within its borders .
Working within the "weakened spring of government," as Wallace D. Farnham has characterized governmental authority in the late nineteenth century, school leaders attempted to use
the law as an instrument to spread schooling in
its most advanced form outward from the devel.
. .
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School children and teachers assembled in front
of their school house, probably located in the
Mother Lode region of California, circa 1875.
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Paralleling this movement of local experience
into state law, several school officials from leading districts were elected state superintendent of
public instruction, such as John Swett (18631867) and Henry Bolander (1871-1875) from San
Francisco. Their post conferred almost no
powers on them. They handled clerical duties,
exhorted local officials, and lobbied the legislature . Though minor functionaries, they had an
abundant sense of mission. While they spent
much of their time recording and encouraging
local progress, they also pressed for legislation
to solve the problems that had emerged in developed districts and to stimulate school expansion in outlying areas. They appealed repeatedly to the legislature to authorize more generous
funding at the state, county and local levels for
public schools.
Their lobbying was not without effect. Even
though people generally considered the schooling of the young to be a local responsibility,
public education cropped up increasingly in state
politics. Prodded initially by the need to manage
the distribution of federal land grants for schools,
the newly formed state had the power to legalize
-that is, to write uniformly into law and then
regulate through legal means - a system of
public education across communities of all kinds.
As the nineteenth century progressed, successive
revisions in statutory law and in the state constitution specified with increasing detail the level
and type of control for such issues as school
finance, teacher certification, textbook selection,
compulsory attendance, and the racial composition of schools.
Along the way, the state and local communities
became entangled in a joint venture of institution building. The state devised a formal legal
commitment, minimal funding incentives, and
reporting requirements to build a system of
public schooling. As schools caught on in developing communities, the state exerted its influence
over the direction of change by defining the legal
structure in which schools and school leaders

could operate. State government became a point
of leverage for expanding schooling beyond major centers of population. The making and unmaking of state laws and the framing of constitutional provisions became a prominent form of
educational leadership.
By 1867, despite ardent economizers in the
legislature, school leaders and their political
allies were beginning to produce significant victories for those who favored the expansion of
public education in the state. The laws on taxation, for example, were becoming more rigorous
and systematic. They required local districts to
levy taxes to maintain public schools at least five
months each year. The laws also set a required
minimum level of school taxes per schoolchild
for counties. They secured the state's common
school fund as a permanent investment yielding
interest for the schools. State laws abolished the
rate bills formerly charged to parents for sending their children to school (''FREE SCHOOLS
AT LAST,'' the state superintendent wrote in his
Biennial Report of 1866-67). They also secured
a state tax levy on property sufficient to complement the interest on the common school fund,
which accumulated from the sale of federal land
grants, and thus created a consistent base of year2
ly state funding for schooling .
Educational historians have tended to account
for this accelerated pace of legalization in terms
of the pioneering energy and educational vision
of John Swett, who served as state superintendent during the Civil War and its aftermath.
Although Swett's personal leadership was important, it needs to be understood within the political
alignment of the period. The southern part of the
state came close to separating from northern
California during the 1860s. After more than a
decade of Democratic control of the governorship, the legislature, and the state superintendency, Swett rode into office on the Union/
Republican ticket. Partly through his prodding,
the legislature passed the most comprehensive
school bills of the nineteenth century in 1864 and

Thomas James, a historian of education, is Associate Director of the Educational Studies Program, Wesleyan
University. His book, Exile Within: The Schooling of Japanese Americans, 1942-1945, is being published by
Harvard University Press this year. He is also co-author with David Tyack and Aaron Benavot of Law and
the Shaping of Public Education: Explorations in Political History (University of Wisconsin Press, 1987).

20

THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN

John Swett (1820-1913) in his later years. He
was only thirty-two years old when he became
the State Superintendent of Public Instruction and
the youngest state official.
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During the 1860s John Swett fought for state policies to stimulate the professionalization of teaching
in California. A decade later Swett, then principal of the Girls' High School and Normal Class of
San Francisco, posed with the school's teachers for this photograph. In addition to his administrative
duties at the Girls' High school, he also gave instruction in methods of teaching.
1866. At the same time, California exemplified
the wide changes in political culture described
by Morton Keller in Affairs of State, his study
of public life after the Civil War. American
government in general experienced a significant,
though fleeting, surge of authority after the
Union won the war. "For a while," writes
Keller, ' 'it seemed as if every level of government was a beneficiary of the wartime legacy of
an active state. The federal government lay claim
to new powers and responsibilities. States and
municipalities, too, shared in the quickened pace
3
of public life.' '
As part of this wave of activism, California's
legislative record of the 1860s represented a virtual Reconstruction Act for the still inchoate
educational system of the state. In crucial areas
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of educational policy, the state began for the first
time to supplant incorporated cities as the prime
mover and shaper of public schooling under the
law. The state increasingly centralized textbook
selection and required rather than merely empowered local districts and counties to tax their
citizens for schools. Laws passed during the war
mandated instruction in U. S. history and required loyalty oaths from all teachers in the state.
Swett celebrated the new uniformity of textbooks
under the law, expressing pride in the ascendency
of state power over local preference by remarking the "we have a course of study, established
by law, by means of which teachers are enabled
to pursue an intelligent system of instruction, in
spite of the prejudices of parents who are too ignorant to comprehend the purpose of a
4
school. "

During the 1860s the legislature also took a
special interest in the training and certification
of teachers. New provisions in the state's school
law stiffened licensing requirements, supported
normal schools, and increased the annual appropriations for statewide teacher institutes under
the direction of the state superintendent of public
instruction. These policies stimulated the professionalization of teaching in California, separating
the role of schoolteacher by law from the exclusive and often highly capricious control of
local authorities. In one of his speeches, Swett
noted that California was the first state in the
Union where "teachers have gained the legal
right to be examined exclusively by members of
their own profession. . . .In no state is the
authority of the teacher so well established and
5
defined by law.' '
During the war, the state began to fund an
educational journal, The California Teacher, sent
at state expense to teachers and local school
trustees in the state. In editing this magazine,
Swett adopted a tone that was magisterial, and
occasionally peremptory: "If you have not already adopted the state series of text -books it is
your duty to make the change at once," one issue
instructed local school trustees. Failure to repond
to the law - "and the State Superintendent is
determined to enforce it" - would mean loss
of funds apportioned by the state. 6
Swett used the official journal to advocate
higher taxes for schools. "Public schools are
synonymous with taxation; they represent taxation, and the sooner the 'common people' understand this democratic-republican doctrine the better for the State, the better for property, the better for mankind, the better for the nation ." He
argued that the common school was essential to
national survival. "There is altogether too much
of this whining about taxation for the support of
schools," wrote Swett in 1866:
Where would the nation have been today but for public schools? Who fought
our battles in the last war, but the men
who were drilled into patriots in public
schools supported by taxation? ... The
public schools are the educators of the
working men and women ofthe nation,
and they are the producers of all the
wealth which is protected by law . The
schools mold the characters of the men

whose will, expressed through the ballotbox, makes and unmakes constitutions,
7
and breathes life into the laws.

Swett and other school reformers feared that
California society would revert to pioneer conditions if the legal structure supporting education were weakened. One supporter in San Francisco reminded citizens of their special destiny
as Californians: ''The extraordinary position of
the State before the world, calls for and solicits
the most rapid progress in human knowledge.''
California should "hasten to become the wisest,
or else, if ignorance prevail, it may be menaced
soon to become the poorest." The urgent tone
suggests a formidable opposition to the expansion of state authority in education . There was
indeed such an opposition, and the naysayers
soon gained the upper hand. Even as the legislature enacted most of the new proposals for
school expansion during the term of Swett, the
determined resistance took a jaundiced view of
8
state authority over local schools .
Swett lost his bid for reelection in 1867, beaten
by the Democrat whom he had defeated at the
beginning of the Civil War. 0. P. Fitzgerald,
a Methodist minister who had grown up in rural
North Carolina, waged an aggressive campaign,
taking aim at Swett's Unitarianism, insinuating
that his liberalism would bring students of different races into the same classrooms, and decrying the erosion of Christian moral instruction in
the public schools. Fitzgerald had come to
California as a missionary to proselytize the
miners. He sympathized with the South during
the Civil War. A resonant speaker and forceful
editor of Methodist publications - later he
became a bishop of the church - he had little
direct experience in education, having worked
briefly as a teacher in a country school in Tennessee. Southerner, traditionalist, more minister
than professional educator, Fitzgerald offered a
stark contrast to the transplanted New Englander
he unseated as state superintendent of public instruction.
John Swett's belief in a strong state role in
public education had helped to accelerate the expansion of schooling in California, but his liberal
outlook and his urge to professionalize teaching
had offended many. While Fitzgerald agreed
with much of Swett's program and also sought
to use state authority to impose certain kinds of
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Courtesy, The Banaoft Library

John Swett's successor to the office of State
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Oscar Penn
Fitzgerald (1829-1911).

uniformity in education, his rhetoric and policies
harmonized with the traditional values and local
political instincts of district school trustees. As
school law continued to expand in the following
decades, state authority began to take a form
quite different from the patterns of centralization and coherent leadership one might have anticipated from the experience of the 1860s.
illuminating example of the possibilities
and tensions produced by state authority
can be found in the issue of compulsory
school attendance. This recurring issue, perhaps
more than any other educational concern that
reached the state political arena, illustrates the
limits of state authority in the nineteenth century.
Riding the wave of victory in the state elections,
Republican legislators passed the state's first
compulsory attendance law in 1874, requiring
at least twelve weeks of schooling for every child

A
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of legal school age in the state. Henry Bolander,
the San Francisco educator who became state
superintendent that year, wrote that "it is not
only the privilege, but the duty of the State, to
compel every parent to bestow upon his children
at least the education which the State places
9
within his reach. "
0. P. Fitzgerald, Bolander's predecessor, had
strongly opposed the law, favoring local prerogative and family choice in such matters.
' 'Children may be brought to school by the constable and the bayonet in the despotic governments of the Old World," Fitzgerald had contended in 1871, ''but in this free country we have
faith in, and rely upon reason, persuasion and
argument." Other prominent educators disagreed, especially those who, like Bolander, had
worked in the larger and more organized school
districts in the state. With the victory of the

Courtesy, The Banaoft Library

Henry N. Bolander (1831-1897).

Republicans and an attempt to reassert a more
expansive attitude toward the use of public
authority to develop the state, California became
the twelfth state to pass such a law. The enactment set the state in the forefront of what educators viewed as one of the most desirable reforms of the age. It was accompanied in the same
year by a law setting a yearly commitment of
seven dollars per pupil in state funding, which
would automatically be figured into the legislature's annual tax bill so that the necessary
10
revenues would be generated.
The compulsory attendance statute had little
impact, however. When John Swett wrote his
History of the Public School System of California, the summary of school legislation did not
even include the law. In an "Errata" at the end
of the book appears the following note:

OMISSION.
In the section on legislation, 1874, on
page 65, no mention is made of the Compulsory Education Bill passed during that
year; but as the law has proved a dead
letter, tht:; 1 omission is of little consequence.

Many years later, James M. Guinn, one of the
state's pioneer educators and superintendent of
schools in Los Angeles, told a teachers' institute
how state authority appeared to local communities. "There was a fatal defect in the law's enforcement," he recounted in 1909. "Some one
had to swear to a complaint against the delinquent
parent and have him haled before a judge and
punished. It was easier and safer to let the delinquent parent's progeny go unschooled than get
yourself hated and possibly hurt.'' Guinn was
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describing a situation that was universal to nineteenth century America. He recalled one incident to drive home his point:
I never heard of but one attempt at enforcement and that was up in the Tulare
country . A justice of the peace had a
grouch against a neighbor who was
neglecting his duty to his family. So the
judge haled his neighbor before him and
fined him a hundred dollars. The irate
parent refused to pay the fine, whipped
the judge and went unwhipped of justice
himself. The law remained on the statute
books in a state of innocuous desuetude
for a decade or two and then was wiped
12
off for a better one.

School enrollment figures for the state confirm
Guinn's view. From the 1850s to 1875, school
enrollments of legal school-age children climbed from just over twenty percent to almost
seventy-seven percent, counting students in both
public and private schools . From 1875 to 1905
the percentage went up only five percent more
to roughly eighty-two percent of the eligible
children in the state. This hovering of enrollment
levels suggests that the state's "system of common schools'' reached a plateau of expansion in
the decade after the Civil War when it drew about
three out of four children of school age. The
enactment of a compulsory attendance law appears to have had little impact on enrollments .
The proportion of children enrolled in school did
not change dramatically until after the tum of the
twentieth century, when new forms of regula13
tion and administration were enacted into law.
What, then, did the compulsory attendance law
do? The answer is more complex than enrollment
patterns might suggest, for the law reflected subtle changes in attitude toward state authority that
appeared in several areas of educational policy.
Rather than merely requiring government and its
jurisdictions to provide educational services, the
new law required parents to send their children
to school. The theory behind the compulsory attendance law introduced new assumptions that
the child had "educational rights" which must
be protected by the state and could not be denied
by parents, and that those rights were synonymous with school attendance at a legally recognized educational institution. The individual child
now had a firmer legal standing before the state
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in demanding educational services from jurisdictions below the state level. It was not long before
such standing created additional pressure on local
authorities to accelerate educational expansion.
Finally, once the state compelled attendance, it
committed itself to defining more precisely the
legal status of the child in school, creating
standards of attendance, grouping (age, sex,
race), evaluation, punishment, and promotion.
The principle of rights inherent in compulsory
education had profound but for many years unrealized implications for laws on racial segregation. ''No law can be passed compelling parents
to educate their children so long as our school
laws remain as they are," Assemblyman Jabez
Franklin Cowdery of San Francisco told the
legislature in January of 1874. "If compulsory
education is to prevail, then all schools must be
thrown open to every child.'' Cowdery saw compulsory education pointing away from segregation, toward a new and universal standard for
grouping children in school. "In educational
14
matters merit, not color, should be the test.''
The following month the Supreme Court of
California demonstrated that it thought otherwise. In Ward v. Flood, a case in which a black
sought admission to an all-white public school
in San Francisco, the court did recognize the
right of the child to an education and the duty
of the state to provide it, citing the equal protection under the law as guaranteed by the 14th
Amendment to the U. S. Constitution. But the
court also ruled that it was no violation of rights
to provide that education in separate schools.
Thus, if compulsory attendance suggested a basis
for educational rights in a universal system of
schooling, it did not mean freedom of association within that public sphere created by law.
Although San Francisco passed an ordinance the
following year admitting blacks into the city's
public schools, the "separate but equal" doctrine, later confirmed by the U. S. Supreme
Court in Plessy v. Ferguson, remained the official policy of the state, particularly for the
15
Chinese, until after World War 11 .
The law on race created some of the first forms
of student classification and the first rationale for
differentiating institutions that provided the same
level of educational services but to different
categories of students. Under the state's third
state superintendent, Andrew J. Moulder, a
Virginian and Democrat, racial classification had

meant exclusion of non-caucasians from white
schools but access to public funds if local citizens
did not object. Under his successor during the
Civil War, John Swett, the law on race changed
to require education for children from racial
minorities if their parents petitioned for it, and
attendance in regular public schools unless a majority of the local citizens petitioned to exclude
them. With the return of the Democrats to controlling positions in state government the law was
again changed to permit separate schools on the ·

basis of race if local jurisdictions chose to
establish them. Finally, with the passage of the
compulsory education law and the State Supreme
Court's decision in Ward v. Flood, the state required local districts to educate all school-age
children but allowed separate schools for that
purpose. These changes showed that laws governing the classification of students could fundamentally differentiate and limit school opportunities when education was theoretically universal and compulsory.

California's third State Superintendent of Public
Instruction, Andrew Jackson Moulder
(1825-1895).
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other test of state authority in the 1870s
arose on the issue of textbook selection.
Here, too, the compulsory attendance
standard had an impact on the meaning of other
school laws, even though local practice made the
attendance law itself a dead letter. If the state had
the authority to compel taxation, attendance,
teacher training, and textbook selection, then it
would only be a matter of time before it sought
to control directly the transmission of culture in
local communities. But where reformers saw improvement and new opportunities coming from
this trend, dissenters saw only coercion and corruption. Injected with charges and countercharges of graft because of the size of the contract and the power of the textbook lobby, the
controversy was not resolved until it had involved the legislature several times, the State
Supreme Court, the second constitutional convention, and finally the whole electorate in a
referendum amending the new constitution of
1879. During these years the test of state authority was the question of whether the law in education should centralize or disperse control of
schools, modernize or conserve cultural values,
reflect or reform local practices.
In 1870 the state board of education made a
change in the curriculum, replacing a recent
series of cosmopolitan textbooks with the
McGuffey Readers, which were immensely popular among local trustees but considered anachronistic and inferior by many educators in the
state's major districts . 0. P. Fitzgerald, state
superintendent at the time, favored these traditional readers . He opposed compulsion in attendance laws, but he sought a compulsory curriculum. Under his rule, parents would retain the
authority to decide whether their children attended school, but once the children entered a public
school they would encounter a state-mandated
curriculum. He thought the common education
of the people should be voluntary but fixed in
its values, and that the government should put
more effort into institutions of higher education
for training teachers and well educated citizens.
The superintendent's curricular policies conflicted with the interests of the state's leading
educational center, San Francisco. In 1870 the
legislature passed a law ending the exemption of
incorporated cities from the textbook law. It had
been assumed in the past that San Francisco
would devise its own curriculum and that state
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law would be used to standardize textbook selection only in the developing districts . People in
outlying communities resented both the cosmopolitan values and the favored position of the
metropolis. Ironically, Fitzgerald justified ending
San Francisco's exemption from state textbook
adoption with much the same language of univer- .
salism that Swett had employed. "In California,
we have had too much special legislation in
school matters,'' wrote Fitzgerald in The California Teacher. ''Every little town wishes to
become an imperium in imperio, and our statute
book is made plethoric with special acts, embracing provisions in many instances already
comprehended in the general school law of the
State, and in others conflicting therewith.'' He
added that mandating textbooks was necessary
because "in a new country, with a shifting population like ours, the advantages of uniformity
16
are peculiarly great. "
The battle had just begun. In 1872 the legislature reinstated the exemption of incorporated
cities from the uniform series of textbooks
selected by the state. In 1874, the year of the
compulsory attendance law, another law retained the exemption for San Francisco- politically the most powerful jurisdiction in the state but forced all other incorporated cities to accept
the mandated textbooks.
Clearly, this issue was at center stage in the
politics of education, particularly when the state
was developing a stronger legal sanction for
school attendance. That summer, state superintendent Bolander called for bids on new textbooks to be made the following January. When
the opening day came in the first week of 1875,
the board of education formally dumped the
McGuffey Readers and selected the Pacific Coast
Readers published by San Francisco's A. L. Bancroft Company, as well as other replacements
for texts in various subjects. The board proceeded immediately to order the new textbooks, but
was stopped by an injunction from a district court
judge.
Cries of corruption arose amid protests over
the loss of the traditionalist McGuffey series. In
April the State Supreme Court nullified the state
board decision because the board was required
to give six months' notice before making any
change. When the board reopened bids in June,
a county judge issued an injunction against
reviewing them. Finally in December of 1875
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Page 34 of McGuffey's Eclectic Primer, 1881 revised edition.
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the legislature intervened directly and passed a
law instructing the board to retain the old textbooks, including the McGuffey Readers . The
result of this in-fighting was that San Francisco
continued to use whatever cosmopolitan series
of textbooks it chose, while the rest of the state
used McGuffey's and the other texts prescribed
under the regime of Fitzgerald. Subsequent bills
in the legislature that tried to alter the status quo
either failed to pass or were vetoed by the
17
governor.
This was still not the end of the issue. The
political fracas had been severe enough to place
the subject of textbooks on the agenda for the
constitutional convention of 1878-79. It became
a major plank of the Workingman's Party, which
had mobilized as a third party to revamp government in the state and make sweeping changes,
such as the regulation of big corporations, exclusion of Chinese workers, action to break up
land monopolies, reorganization of taxation, and
an end to governmental corruption. For those
who wished to disrupt what they saw as centralized corruption in business and government, state
selection of textbooks was an easy target.
Workingmen, farmers, and other disgruntled
groups wanted state support of textbooks, but not
state control and the potential bribes, graft and
coercion it brought with it. They were not
satisfied with the educational progress of the
state, yet their point of view was different from
that of the school advocates who controlled
education in the population centers. The Workingmen wanted compulsory free schooling, racial
exclusivity, nonsectarian instruction, and greater
attention to the dignity of work - but they wished to pursue all these goals at less cost and they
were determined to dismantle what they regarded as superfluous state bureaucracy in the process. In the convention these strands of discontent about educational expansion proved to be
congruent with the views of large property
owners and businessmen who sought to restrict
public services in order to hold down the costs
18
of government.
Like the Workingmen, farmers opposed state
initiatives to direct the expansion of education.
Two years before the convention, an investigating committee of the Golden Gate Grange reported that schools, besides costing too much ,
were coaxing the children off their parents' land
and causing them to migrate to the cities.
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' ' Nothing taught in the schools makes prominent
or interesting to the children the business of carrying on the farms on which their parents are at
work,'' declared the report. The Grange recommended pruning the curriculum to "some practical knowledge of nature and its laws; of moral
19
truths and the business affairs of life . "
When submitted to the people, the Constitution of 1879 was approved by a narrow majority and the education article became law . It maintained the state's commitment to free and universal nonsectarian public education but minimized the role of state authority in the direct control of that expanding system. County and city
boards became the chief agents of certification
and textbook selection. State money could go only to primary and grammar schools, not to high
schools and other new institutions such as
technical and evening schools. Discrimination
against the Chinese, proclaimed enemies of the
state by the constitution, became a fixed policy,
but the meaning of this provision as educational
policy remained a matter of local discretion and
judicial interpretation. The constitution also prohibited the legislature from enacting special
school laws for local jurisdictions, which themselves were prohibited from spending more than
their actual tax revenues and bonded indebtedness under law.
The new constitution shocked the state's leading educators. The Pacific School and Home
Journal, based in San Francisco, attacked the
proposed constitution as "the most iniquitous and
barbarous measure ever proposed for the government of an enlightened community.'' The journal's editor, a teacher, pointed out that the document would abolish the uniform course of study
and state selection of textbooks, expunge the state
board of education and state board of examination from the law altogether, stunt the development of high schools by making them ineligible
for state aid, and destroy the teaching profession
by eliminating state certification. The state
superintendent would become a petty clerk, the
county superintendents mere "pot-house politicians" making money hand over fist. "Every
thinking teacher knows that if the standard of
qualifications to obtain certificates is lowered,''
wrote James Denham, one of the pioneer educators of San Francisco and a former city superintendent, "our profession will be overrun by
an indigent class of illiterate tramps, who will

teach for any price to obtain board and living."
The same issue of the journal reported a mass
meeting of San Francisco' s schoolteachers on
April12, 1879, in which John Swett characterized the provisions as "a studied and deliberate
20
insult to every teacher in the State.' '
Once again the issue of textbooks precipitated
disagreements over centralized versus dispersed control of education . In 1884, after several
years of agitation from educators, a state senator
from San Francisco introduced a constitutional
amendment to centralize the selection, printing,
and distribution of textbooks. Educators now
switched sides and opposed the amendment when
it was drawn up, largely because of the provision to have the state itself print textbooks. This
meant, educators argued, that the state would not
be selecting textbooks that had been privately
produced. Instead, it would be entering the textbook business itself - ineptly, most educators
felt. The amendment passed when submitted to
the people, thus restoring one aspect of state control. In practice, though , the state arranged to
use the plates of textbook manufacturers, and the
state superintendent and board of education
worked closely with county and city superinten21
dents in making selections.
By the 1880s, the second constitution and
legislative inertia had broken up the centralized
agenda for change that had begun to emerge after
the Civil War. Schools remained locally controlled institutions, even though in the urban centers
they began to take on more complex and differentiated forms with the growth of high schools
and other institutions beyond the common
school. It would require a new initiative in the
state's political arena, nothing less than a reconception of the relationship between politics and
education, to set in motion another surge of expansion aimed at unifying and universalizing the
schools.
n the next generation the pattern of educational expansion changed dramatically in
California. The 1890s brought economic
crisis in the nation's business cycle, another major realignment of the political system, and a new
round of proposals for remaking government.
Out of this period of shifting party labels and
loyalties a new rhetoric of social reform emerged, giving rise to the Progressive Era in education and more generally in governmental reform.

I

In California the movement began with municipal reform in San Francisco, leading to a rechartering of city government and eventually to
fundamental changes in the structure of governance in urban schools. With the rise of the Progressive Party in the early years of the twentieth
century, the state again became an arena for
designing broad social policies and changing
social institutions. And again the issue of compulsory school attendance came to the fore, this
time connected with interlocking policies that cut
across issues of schooling, child labor, juvenile
justice, truancy officers, and the sorting of pupils
into separate institutions and curricula. These
developments propelled the institution of schooling into another world altogether, presenting new
channels for state authority and revived imperatives for educational expansion.
The long-term impact of a commitment to
legalizing education may not have been conceivable in the world of the nineteenth century.
Nonetheless, the aspiration to see schooling play
a central role in the future of the Golden State
was a salient characteristic of those who advocated the expansion of education. Swett and
others had spoken as leaders who knew that without action in the political arena and in the realm
of public law, the educational rights of children
would remain unrealized and the rising generation would be diminished as democratic citizens
and as producers of wealth. But despite the eloquence and persistence of those who supported
the expansion of opportunities for schooling, the
making of law in education had run up against
a riddle in the social world of the nineteenth
century.
That riddle, central to the exercise of public
authority in a democratic society, ensnared educational expansion in the "weakened spring of
government'' until the threshold of the twentieth
century. Simply stated, it was that the state's
power to compel and its ability to survive as a
republic rooted in liberty are inextricably connected. In a democracy the state must rule, but
it must also be ruled by those upon whom its
authority is constituted; it must be governed by
the consent of the governed. To reconcile this
opposition is to create some form of public instruction between a government and its people
- but exactly how, and under what form of control? In educational governance, the riddle appeared as state centralization versus local pref-
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erence, modernizing cosmopolitanism versus religious traditionalism, universal policy versus
parental choice. Two constitutions and an evolving body of statutory law did not solve this rid-

dle in the nineteenth century, but they gave expression to what was politically possible in an
age of violent disagreement over the means and
ends of government.
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Western Imagery

After A Day's Work
In our last issue, Western Imagery offered a brief glimpse of the working men and women of California 's past. Now we present a pictorial sampling of some of the activities that these Californians
enjoyed after their day's work.
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Some Californians have always enjoyed organized sports. Here the baseball team of the Stockton
Athletic Club poses for a group portrait, circa 1898.
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This group of onlookers watches a fearless stuntman ride a bicycle down a suspended ramp into
the Jackson Natural Gas Baths in Stockton, California, circa 1900. The large open pool measured
eighty by four hundred feet in size with a maximum depth of ten feet. Mineral baths, offering heated
water, attracted large crowds, some for their claimed healing effects and others just for recreation,
the Sunday concerts or picnicking.
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Residents of California have been blessed with an abundance of natural beauty from the shores of
the Pacific to the slopes of the Sierra. These two women, circa 1900, followed the advice of John
Muir to ''Come to the mountains and get their good tidings. ''
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From the 1880s to the early 1900s it was fashionable for the city dwellers of San Francisco and
Oakland to pack their bags and go to the seaside for the summer months. From the wealthy who
stayed in the luxurious hotels to those who lived at ''Tent City, '' all enjoyed going to the foremost
seaside resort, Santa Cruz. These vacationers stopped to be photographed in front of a beach-side
restaurant and curiousity shop, circa 1890.
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Dr. Charles Albert Brown in his later years.
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A Virginia Family on the Colorado
and New Mexico Mining Frontiers
Byrd Gibbens

ime has objective and subjective dimensions. Historical analysis must attempt to
call up a kind of holograph of the past in
order to ascertain the inulti-leveled reality of a
given period. While the small voices of an era
may seem to run counter to the major current,
or perhaps even to ignore it, what they articulate
does reflect the time. Social scientists and historians today are using personal documents to tap
fresh understandings of the past. Epitomizing
such sources, the frontier correspondence of
Maggie and Charles Brown of .Virginia com-

T

prises some four hundred letters exchanged between the Browns in Colorado and New Mexico [1880-1906] and their families in Virginia.
The letters highlight the complexities shaping
family configuration and interpersonal relations
on the nineteenth-century mining frontier. By
showing the effect of the frontier on a family
beset by crises, they unlock the ''mind of the
past." The letters also bring to relief the polar
1
fictions out of which men and women lived
and the poignant, often unfinished quality of their
stories.

Byrd Gibbens is Assistant Professor of English and American Studies at the University of Arkansas at Little
Rock. Her Ph. D. in American Studies is from the University of New Mexico. The complete collection of the
Brown letters will be published in book form by the University of New Mexico Press in late fall1987 or early
spring 1988.
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When in 1880 thirty-two year 'Old physician
Charles Albert Brown of Virginia convinced his
young wife Maggie to let him move for a time
to try his luck in southern Colorado mining
camps, he dragged them both into the upheaval
of the age and initiated a life of dislocation. Their
letters bring to historical consciousness a micro2
cosm of the times. They show the responses of
one man to the West, which became a magnet
luring him into uprooting his family some
twenty-four times in thirty years, while at each
move he protested, "I came West to strike it rich
and I mean to do so." Concurrently, the letters
highlight the response of one woman to years of
3
repeated "un" -settling on the western frontier.
In the decades following the Civil War,
policies of Reconstruction battered the Southern
economy as Yankee militia had earlier devastated
Southern fields and farms. The depression of
1872 buffeted many once-wealthy Virginians
who tried to survive by selling their family
estates. Wariness of out-of-state investors,
though, marked the Virginia Bureau of Immigration 's advertisement for prospective buyers:
"Sluggards and careless, wasteful men living in
the illusion that fortunes can be made in a year
4
should go elsewhere." Newcomers, then, were
needed but not welcome.
Across the continent, however, everyone was
welcome. Promoters for Colorado and New
Mexico advertised in their pamphlet "Where to
Go to Become Rich'' ' 'millions of acres waiting
to be turned to agricultural use.'' Governor Lew
Wallace claimed that gold, silver and copper
were in such abundance in New Mexico that ''the
armies of the world might be turned into these
districts without exhausting them in a hundred
5
years. " In the West wild-eyed speculators (be
they "careless, wasteful men" or not) were
welcome. A number of Southern gentlemen succumbed to the temptation of joining the surge
west to restore their fortunes. As one historian
has written, "Mining loomed larger than life
with its possibilities of instant wealth, its lure of
7
new opportunities . " The romance of "striking
it rich" grew stronger as its reality diminished.
Despite the fact that as early as the 1850s the day
of the lone miner who bagged a fortune in a few
days was over, men from the depleted South
were particularly vulnerable to the mythic claims
of the West.
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Nineteenth-century America viewed Western
speculation not as flight but as patriotic enterprise. A respected Virginia physician under
whom Charles Brown had interned counselled
him:
Your detennination to go west is the best
conclusion you ever arrived at; Virginia
is no place now for a young man. The
advice given to young men to stick to the
old state is all fudge . .. .In the west it
is different; there the chance to get into
business is better, and you are sure to get
what you earn . ... When you go west,
I would advise you to go far west. [1876,
Virginia, I.A . Lockridge]

Charles' own father-in-law, Washington James
Keller, had worked for six months for a cousin
in Larned, Kansas. His reports gave first hand
encouragement to Charles:
You have no idea of how this country impresses itself on one who has never seen
a treeless fenceless & in many instances
houseless country not a shade tree to be
seen I thought I could not stay a week
l could see no prospect & there seemed
a want of everything & in fact there is
a lack of everything except land there is
plenty of fine land & if any person will
get a lot of this land & then go to work
& put all the labor that is necessary to
make a home for a human being on it in
the course of 8 or 10 years he will have
one of the finest most productive farms
in America.

In the fmal analysis, a complex of forces drove
and pulled the young Southern doctor to the
Western mining camps. Through poor speculation, his immediate family had lost its antebellum
home and lands. In desperation to regain their
fortune, Charles' widowed mother and sisters
pressured him to revive the family economy.
Their expectation and disparagement trapped
Charles as long as he remained in their vicinity.
Thus, the allure of the West was reinforced for
Charles by these considerations .
While Maggie's father supported Charles with
unflagging confidence, Charles' mother and
sisters eyed his proposal to wester with skepticism. Sharp business women themselves, they
perhaps caught the personal inadequacy and fear

Martha (Maggie) Keller Brown, 1884.
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underpinning Charles' proposal. Perhaps their
pressure, too, drove him to misrepresent his
failures as he moved his checkered way across
the southwest.
It was Maggie, Charles' young wife of four
years, who set up the most critical resistence .
The agreement that he struck with her, over her
protests, was that he would try Colorado mining camps for a limited time. If fortune looked
good, he would either amass wealth as fast as
he could and return "with his tail up" to Maggie, or he would send for her to set up a home
there in Colorado . He did not expect that they
would be separated except for a few weeks. During the wait Maggie could ''board around'' with
relatives and friends, an insecure and frequently embarrassing arrangement, though not unusual
for the time. Other women Charles and Maggie
knew were awaiting husbands in the West in
similar fashion, earning their keep by working
8
for the families with whom they stayed.
In dealing with her husband ' s decision to
speculate in the West, Maggie had to construct
her own psychic strategies for survival. Contradictory cultural imperatives trapped her. The
"cult of domesticity" 9 demanded that she at
one and the same time center her family in a
stable home and be faithful to her husband's
directives, thus, in Maggie's case, she had to live
10
for an indeterminate time rootless .
From the start Maggie's lack of enthusiasm
about the western enterprise sprang from her
11
sense that Charles was an inveterate dreamer.
Be careful write me what you clear every
month - be sure now for I am afraid you
are so sanguine. Don't go in debt! don't
go in debt!! I beg you. [6/6/80, Staunton , Virginia]

In addition, the distance between Bonanza,
Colorado, and Staunton, Virginia, frightened
Maggie. Anxieties mark her letters to Charles .
Despite his disclaimers, Maggie' s mind populated the Colorado mining camps with unkempt
men, boisterous saloons and loose women.
Ben Myers writes very different from
what you do there is very little money
out there and a great many going around
with their "knapsacks and frying pans"
not having a shelter. .. have you bought
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any cloaths [sic] yet? have you taken up
a claim? have you kissed any one since
you did me? I tell you you had better not
now answer all my questions . [Staunton,
6/80]

Skeptical that Southern gentility could exist in
a Western boomtown, Maggie pressed Charles:
Do you read your bible? I feel so sad today I am afraid you don't give me the
true state of things . . . .Ifl do go to [Colorado] and the people I come in contact
with are wicked and regardless of their
maker it will kill me outright . [Staunton
6/6/80]

To Maggie's needs for reassurance, Charles
responded with protests of fidelity.
My darling I never knew how much I
loved you untill since I left you .
[4/1 9/80]
You need not be uneasy about me not being true to you, would rather die than be
false to my darling. [12/30/80]
Thus far I have seen no prostitutes in the
camp but I understand there will be some
soon as they are looking for them every
day . Wish they would not come for they
are the curse of the camps. They are so
many of them diseased that they set the
men afire and many young men that
come to this country with good health go
back perfect wrecks to remain so for life.
You need never fear me having anything
to do with them for if I were single even,
I should avoid them. [1/1 /81]

Sexual innuendo in the letters between Maggie and Charles departs from contemporary images of Victorian frigidity and points to another
layer of complexity the frontier experience
pressed on nineteenth-century couples, that of
birth control.
I showed your picture to two or three
men the other night and one of the men
remarked , that that was enough to keep
any man stripped . [12/8/80]
My virtue is all right and I think that it
will remain so for I do not care to meddle with any of the women that I see here
but I look forward to something nice
soon. I know that it will be the best in

the world, so I am satisfied to think of
how nice it will be and go and jack off.
Now don't blame me for I do get awful
hard up some times. [4/1 6/8 1] 12
When finally in August of 1881 Charles sent
Maggie and their young daughter Mattie money
to join him in Colorado, he plotted with Maggie
to arrange her arrival during what the nineteenthcentury rhythm method of birth control had
designated (though mistakenly so) as the ''safe''
time. Such uncertain birth control practices
generated another real cause for concern in frontier women. Charles insisted that he could not
have Maggie beside him and not have intercourse
after waiting so long.
When Maggie finally did reach Colorado, her
initial letter to Virginia highlighted the waiting
Charles: "At the Post Office in front of about
15 or 20 men there stood Dr. B." [Bonanza,
8/81] Maggie's general attitude marked her more
as a tourist than as a bona fide settler. Women
and men in the mining camps had goals different
from those of the emigrants on the Overland
Trail and the Great Plains. She wrote home letters filled with anecdotes about the curious land
around her, the burros, towering mountain
peaks, the cactus, the buffalo skeletons . In her
hastily-erected little "birdcage of a house" she
spent her energies to create a warm "temporary"
home. She planted acorns she had brought from
Virginia, hoping in a few years to see oaks on
the slopes of the Rockies. In these activities she
reflected the expectation that women on the fron13
tier were to be a stable, civilizing force.
Although she had come to Bonanza in a boom
time- the local paper's headlining the camp as
a new Leadville - by September, 1881 , that hive
of feverish excitement and activity became a
deserted ghost town. While Charles looked to
other mining areas for his new ''bonanza,'' Maggie hankered increasingly to return to Virginia
for a proper home and good society. In her letters she begged mementos to bolster her flagging spirits: ginger cakes, persimmons, blackeyed peas, chestnuts, apples - any touch of
Virginia.
The Browns' next move to the mining town
of Poncha Springs, Colorado, brought again
what was to become their western pattern - first
hope, then despair. When in the brief space of
twenty minutes fire laid waste to the little town,

The Brown's Poncha Springs home. From left to
right: Judge Rose, Mrs. Rose, Mattie's playmate
Lou Mon (?), Maggie Brown, Mrs. Mon (?),
Mattie Brown and Charles Brown.

coming so close to her own cabin as to blister
the paint on her night stand, Maggie wrote Pa
in alarm. Repeated fires there symbolized to
Maggie the disastrous fragility of Charles'
western dream. Besides fires, there were winter
avalanches and other natural disasters threatening them.
After Poncha Springs, Charles moved the
family to another mining center, Villa Grove. By
fall 1883 Charles was shingling the Methodist
church at $2.50 a day, and Maggie, then five
months pregnant, was rising early to assist a
neighbor in cooking for a team of brickmakers
in exchange for the family's board. Maggie
developed a sense of melancholy failure. Her initial fears were becoming realities.
I don't see any likelihood of times every
being any better. I feel if I do stay here
two years longer I will be lost body and
soul. ... I would give 5 years of my life
if I had never seen this state. Now we
have been married 7 years nearly & getting worse off every year instead of better. [9/83]
In November, Maggie went into premature
labor which lasted for twenty-four hours and
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gave birth to a dead child. Then she hemorrhaged
and almost died. The beautiful southern woman
slipped into a premature old age. 14 A sensitive
response from her father suggested the bleak
description she must have written of herself:
sorry you have grown so old ... to think
I have a daughter so much older than I
am. I suppose from your letter that you
must be some 65 or 75 years old by now.
[2/24/83, Howardsville, Virginia]
At that time Maggie was twenty-eight.
With fantasies, both Maggie and Charles
staved off their isolation and crises. For Maggie the past was refuge: Virginia, a secure Eden
to which she could return and again be a child.
For Charles, refuge lay in the future. He escaped
the failures of his present by magnifying his vision of "striking it rich" - always in the next
town, the next deal. It is noteworthy that both
modeled life on a fiction rather than a reality.
When Villa Grove' s mining economy gave out,
and Charles contended that the whole of Colorado was played out, Maggie wrote Pa that she
thought they would surely return to Virginia.
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outhwestern New Mexico, however, had
just been connected to the rest of the
United States by railroad. Charles moved
Maggie and little Mattie into the "terra incognita" of New Mexico to Rincon, one of the
southernmost junctions.
For Charles, New Mexico represented, along
with hopes of wealth, myth and folklore. His letters to Maggie, as he took his scouting trip down
to prepare the way for the family, told legends
about the places he passed: Starvation Peak, the
eternal flame burning until Montezeuma return15
ed, the sacred snake guarded by Zuni Indians.
Charles' elation with New Mexico was not
shared by Maggie. Her isolation from Virginia
was compounded in New Mexico. Two photographs in the Brown collection of letters illustrate
the contrast between home in Virginia and home
in New Mexico. In Rincon, houses were scattered like dice tossed over the bare earth. Each
was a small one-story adobe rectangle, scarcely
two or three rooms large with only slits for windows. Barbed wire fencing surrounded some of
the houses, enclosing yards which were only flat,
naked patclies of ground dotted randomly with

S

scraggly desert sage or tumbleweed. It was a
sharp, painful contrast to Bridgewater, Virginia,
where a stately two-story antebellum structure
with white columns, a wide veranda shaded by
huge spreading oak trees, cultivated flower
gardens and bordering wrought iron fences had
been home.
In Rincon the craggy, barren earth was beaten
by sun and whipped into fine, sandy dust by the
ever-present gusting of dry, hot wind. The Rio
Grande, which snaked along but a mile or so
from Rincon, created a ribbon of fertility, but
it was an unreliable water supply, allowing farming but also flooding.
There were difficult adjustments to be made.
A variety of cultures populated the area: the
Pueblo, Apache and Navajo, the Spanish, the
Mexican and the Anglo. Anglos themselves were
divided into warring factions - miners
(boisterous and often criminal), farmers, cat16
tlemen, investors, absentee landholders .
The first years in Rincon bit hard into Maggie. ''The sun,'' she wrote, ''never shown on
a worse set of people than Rincon contains"
[2/1185, Rincon, New Mexico]. While Charles

trafficked with a variety of men in Rincon, Deming and Silver City, Maggie was housebound. 17
She wrote repeatedly of homesickness and voiced
fears that her six-year-old daughter Mattie would
grow up wild and western. In place of dolls and
upper-class Protestant Americans, Mattie was
playing with rabbits, horned toads, ponies and
goats and was speaking Spanish with her little
Roman Catholic Mexican playmate.
Even in that bleak desert, though, Maggie set
out to recreate what she could of Virginia culture
and to give some measure of stability to her family life. With Charles she set out four thousand
grape slips in addition to acres of corn, peas and
melons, projecting a fertile harvest for their first
fall in Rincon. Yet by May, the Virginia farmers
had to buckle to unremitting sun and wind. As
inexperienced newcomers, they were hardly prepared for the gigantic responsibilities of diverting water from rivers and streams.
The ranch with its wasted fields symbolized,
at least for Maggie, the western nightmare. But
for Charles the parched crops deflected him to
another western possibility. The new railroad
line from Albuquerque to Mojave, ''the Great

Two photographs from the Brown collection illustrating the contrast between the Brown's lavish
Virginia estate in Bridgewater and the bleak, one-story adobe dwellings of Rincon, New Mexico.
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Needles Route,'' was hiring scores of new
employees. Charles applied for and received an
$800.00 a year job as mail clerk.
The Virginia doctor had in the past five years
been miner, carpenter, housepainter, farmer, circuit physician, and now mail clerk. It was the
checkered career of the typical ''westerner,''
part of the vagary Maggie had instinctively
feared from the start.
Charles's sudden shift to the railroad and the
new locality pushed Maggie to her breaking
point, and abruptly, in November 1885, the couple went separate ways: Charles to his
Albuquerque-based railroad run and Maggie,
with Mattie, to Virginia.
Few of Maggie's letters remain from that visit. ~
What she must have written has to be read from li:::;
Charles's responses to her - not excited ac- 8
counts of friends, family gatherings, parties !
(which she had fantasized about) - but com- z~
plaints, aimed particularly at Charles. He -o
responded
You must not get so discouraged , things
will work out all right yet. [1 /29/86,
Albuquerque, New Mexico]
Hope by this time that you have gotten
your shoes and your heel is much better. No it is no laughing matter to me .
Hope that your headaches are much better, and that you will be in better health
when you come back. [2/28/86, Albuquerque, New Mexico]

Undercurrent, probably, to Maggie's poor
health was her slow realization that the Virginia
of her dreams was no more: the sister and
brothers Maggie had continued to call "the
children" were all in their teens, the two boys
taller than Maggie. And the flesh and blood Pa,
unlike the docile father of her fantasies, resented
her advice on the "children' s" disipline. In the
family dynamic, she felt herself an outsider.
Charles' railroad dream failed for him, too.
While the peril and thrill of railroading was the
great adventure of the age, 18 the desolation of
the geography of his run dampened Charles'
dream.
Well I have been out to Mojave and I
think that country the most desolate that
I ever saw . From Needles to Mojave
there is nothing to be seen except at the
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Charles and Maggie's beloved daughter, Mattie.
section houses and they are few and far
between. There is two extinct volcanoes
that is interesting. One of them about two
miles from the road with miles and miles
of lava all around. It impresses one with
awe to see it standing there amidst the
great desolation that it has produced ,
grand black and ugly . [12/8/85,
Albuquerque]

Lonely for Maggie and Mattie, he sought a
new position and wired Maggie ticket money to
return .
Maggie and Mattie arrived in Rincon in late
May, 1886. By that time Charles was making the
regular train runs on the new route, but his
schedule kept him away for long stretches. Once
again, then, Maggie was the isolated woman, her
seven year old daughter her sole companion.
The June weather that year blazed past one
hundred degrees each day. Mattie cried in the

heat, so every evening Maggie let her run out
to the pump and splash in the cool water before
getting ready for bed. Maggie must have watched
Mattie with sad affection, the little girl who had
been privy to much of Maggie's adult heartache.
Mattie's sudden illness, then, in mid-June first
panicked Maggie and then dragged her into a
heartsick despair. Within five days, Mattie died
of what Charles diagnosed as scarlet fever.
Letters of consolation poured from Virginia,
urging Maggie and Charles to view the death in
terms of the religious teachings of the Southern
community.
Our lives are not in our own hands. they
are as grass in the morn it flurish and
groeth up and in the eve it is cut down
and dies. [6/25/86, Churchville,
Virginia]
Mattie has gown [sic] to that home of
hers in heaven to live for ever whar thir
is no sorrow nor trouble thire. [6/28/86,
Staunton, Virginia]
Maggie sent mementos of Mattie home to
Virginia. Then, in quiet small gestures of pained
movement, Maggie resumed her life.
I have left the ranch for a while. . . .I
am lonely any where but would be more
so there. We are living by a lady &
gentleman that have a very bright little
boy who has taken a fancy to us & is a
good deal of company to me. I could not
stand to have a little girl around .
Papa dear, I am not rebellious, but feel
thankful we had her [Mattie] the time did
have her with us. She has escaped much
for this world is full of unforeseen
troubles . Now they are all over for her.
[Deming, New Mexico, July 3, 1886]
During the period between September 1886
and November 1889, the Browns' ranch in Rincon finally flourished. Charles brought a steady
income from the railroad job and it seemed as
if he might allay Maggie's fears by becoming at
last a stable provider. With Charles on his
railroad run, away from home for longer
stretches than he was at home, two things
transpired with Maggie. She shouldered responsibility for the day-to-day running of the house
and the farm, and she initiated money-making
enterprises. 19 Company streamed in (a minister

and his wife from El Paso, old friends from the
Colorado mines, new acquaintances from Deming, New Mexico) most staying for a month at
a time, reproducing on the New Mexican ranch
a semblance of the social configuration of
Virginia visiting.
In October of 1887 , Maggie gave birth to a
son, James Albert, and she talked of New Mexico as a permanent home, referring to herself and
Charles as "settled old folks." For three years
Maggie and Charles lived in relative contentment.
In July 1889 Maggie had written her father:
"We have one of the best titles there is to 80
acres of the best land the sun ever shown on,"
and praised her neighbors as "self-made persons," and in November of the same year, she
began her letter to Virginia: "Well, we are afloat
again.'' Charles had lost his job with the railroad
and irrigation problems rendered the ranch
sterile. Maggie was again writing to her father
her dreams of a home in Virginia ''with a big
family room where all can all gather together and
enjoy each others society." [12/89, Rincon, New
Mexico] But Charles only refired his western
dream, looking this time to the distant state of
Washington.
But instead he and Maggie moved to La Mesa,
a small fruit farming area southeast of Rincon,
where fresh disaster struck. Maggie gave birth
to another son, John Daniel, in December 1890.
In March of 1891, within a five day period, the
two boys, Albert age two and a half, and Johnny
only four months, died of Russian flu .
Childless again, Maggie and Charles moved
back to Rincon, not to the waterless ranch but
to the town, where Maggie became the provider.
While Charles randomly applied for positions as
physician with the railroad and with the
Mescalero Indian reservation, spending much
energy, too, in trying to buy and sell mining
stock and real estate, Maggie brought in a steadfo
0
income from a small hotel and lunchroom.
She, instead of Charles, was becoming the provident force in the family .
The Browns were also trying to have children
again. Between 1892 and 1893, Maggie had one
still birth and one miscarriage. Finally, in 1894,
she gave birth prematurely to a baby girl,
weighing at birth a scant two pounds. That lone
child, Mary Augusta, survived to adulthood.
While western demography claims a low fertili-
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ty rate for pioneer women, perhaps the statistics
simply cannot reveal, as they would not for Mag21
gie, the attempts that failed.
In the 1890s the Browns' feverish dislocation
regained momentum. Charles pressed on for fortune, aligning himself with mining speculations.
Maggie, though she dreamed, waxed increasingly realistic. She tracked down genuine possibilities in both the East and West, pressuring
Charles on the one hand to pull cash from his
mining investments there in New Mexico and
herself negotiating for property in Virginia. The
mobile years spelled for her code of womanhood
only failure. Not yet had a permanent hearth been
established. And while the improvident Charles
might count himself a successful male, though
he had produced nothing except attempted risks,
Maggie as his mate could qualify for no such
cultural approbation.
ith renewed passion, she fought to
relocate in Virginia, propelling the
family east with the same frenetic
quality that had marked Charles' early pushing
west. Maggie engineered for the family a whirlwind trip to Virginia to investigate purchasing
a plantation. When that enterprise failed, shearranged for Charles to rent his old family home
in Bridgewater, Virginia.
Charles, the gentleman doctor, was unable to
press friends and family for fees. Maggie, then,
whisked the family to the plantation they wished
to purchase, renting it for a year. But the deed
could not be cleared in court and when the lease
was up in 1903, Maggie herself decided the family should return to New Mexico. So back they
moved to the ranch from which base Maggie,
assuming family control, continued to fight by
mail for the property she wanted in Virginia. In
1906, the battle for the land was won and the
purchase of Clermont plantation in Cumberland,
Virginia, was in the name, not of Dr. Charles,
but of Mrs . Martha M. Brown. 22 After nearly
twenty-six years and moves on the frontier, the
Browns returned to make Virginia their
"home."
Viewin§ herself at forty-four grown wrinkled
and old, 2 Maggie anticipated a far-less demanding life for her young daughter Mary.
There was consolation in the proximity of her
family and the social patterns that satisfied the
cult of domesticity which Maggie had given
allegiance to. And Charles, though he had no

W
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windfall fortune, had at least the accoutrements
of respectability. Cloaked in the aura of the
mythic West, he could return to his stable community as one who had participated in the taming of the frontier. Letters from old friends in
New Mexico congratulated the Browns on their
good fortune: ''I am so glad you are happy in
your new home." [1906, San Marcie!, New
Mexico] "I certainly appreciate your invitation
to make a visit to your old Varginny home and
I would certainly enjoy it as one of the times of
my life." [1906, Las Cruces, New Mexico]
Both Maggie's and Charles' dreams, it would
seem, should have been brought to closure. Yet
Maggie and Charles continued restive. Ironically, Maggie' s last years were marked by efforts
to trade her long sought after Clermont for property in the West; one of Charles' last letters,
not surprisingly, speculated on a gold mine investment in Colorado.
It was as if Maggie and Charles had assumed
a pattern of mobility which would not be routed
even with their settlement again within a stable
community. What an oldtimer in New Mexico
wrote Maggie about himself curiously characterized the fmal posture of Maggie and Charles:
I am a derelict in the Zaragosa of the sea
of life - homeless. [Las Cruses, New
Mexico 7/26/09]

The frontier had infected them. In their final
years the pattern that continued to inform them
was that of mobility. One factor, however, that
did not change was Maggie's fear of Charles'
susceptibility to the quack scheme. Before her
death in 1920 she secured the family property
in a legal bind prohibiting Charles from mortgaging any portion. In her final gesture, she had
staked his claim.
The Browns' story ends with a gaunt, unfinished quality. If the myth of the frontier promised
fulfillment , the reality for them was quite different. There was no resolution, probably not
even a sense of having left any lasting contribution to the process of ''civilizing the wilderness.''
In the earth of the West, Maggie and Charles
left the bodies of six children, a melancholy
monument indeed. In the places where they staked themselves - Bonanza, Poncha Springs, Villa
Grove, Rincon- all became ghost towns - the

Mary Augusta Brown, born June 1, 1894, was to be the Brown's only
child to survive to adulthood.
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Browns' presence was wiped out completely, as
if they had never been there at all.
Only the vestiges of their letters remain, disembodied voices penned on snowed-in nights, on
sun-scorched afternoons, in hastily-erected mining shanties and in hand-plastered adobe dwellings. Those letters, now brittle and faded, are
a curious yet valuable monument, recording very
human voices of the frontier. They reveal the
poignant letting go, the disjunctive reacclimating,
the fevered search for reestablishment of order.
They document a woman's fears, not so much

of the hazards of stark new territory, but of a
flatulant quality in the man whom she followed.
The letters demonstrate history in the act of
being lived. The letters show history in "subjective time,'' nineteenth-century Colorado and
New Mexico settlements as people within that
time experienced them to balance the twentieth24
century historian's "objective time. " Finally,
the letters suggest that the heroics of the frontier lay in the crunch of the daily routine as much
as in the grand disparate moments of a signed
treaty or a planted flag.
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A GENTLE UTOPIA
The California Years of the
Spirit Fruit Society, 1914-1930
H. Roger Grant

he building of utopia has been a fascinating feature of American life. In all sections of the country individuals have
repeatedly withdrawn from the larger society to
launch their own particular forms of perfection.
Some followed their religious dictates and sought
to build heaven on earth or to prepare for the
millennium; others modeled their experiments
after theories of industrial cooperation. Thus two
essentially different types have existed: the sectarian and the secular. Yet both routinely shared
similar sorts of organization. Both might be communistic, with community rather than individual
ownership of property. Both, too, might be
merely cooperative in a generalized sense with
individual ownership of personal property permitted, but with common sharing of economic,
social and intellectual life. And both likely had
a founder who possessed a strong, even charismatic personality. These leaders frequently ex-

T

celled at organization, at times creating structures
1
that survived their death.
California frequently has witnessed both
varieties of utopia. This has occurred in part
because of the state's attractive climate, large size
and available real estate. As was true elsewhere,
sectarian colonies predominated, largely because
religious fervor seemed more powerful and ever

H. Roger Grant, Professor of History at the University of Akron, in Ohio, received his B.A. degree from
Simpson College and his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from
the University of Missouri. He is the author of more
than one hundred articles and chapters and five books,
the most recent of which is The Corn Belt Route: A
History of the Chicago Great Western Railroad Company (DeKalb, 1984). Presently Professor Grant is
completing a book-length study of the Spirit Fruit
Society.

VOLUME XXX NUMBER 3

55

present. Moreover, this religious glue usually
held such individuals together for years . Secular
cornrnunitarians, while in evidence, tended to
emerge when the economy faltered, especially
in the aftermath of the awful Panic of 1893. In
contrast to religious experiments, secular ones
were inclined to be fragile; they often melted
away when prosperity returned. So the histories
of the Kaweah Co-operative Commonwealth
(Visalia) and Altruria (Santa Rosa) can be measured better in months rather than years .
California' s more enduring utopias are also its
more celebrated. These include the Mormons
(San Bernardino), "New Lifers" or Brotherhood
of New Life (Santa Rosa), and Theosophists at
Point Lorna (San Diego) and Temple Home
(Pismo Beach). But probably the least known of
these sectarian cornrnunitarians, although part of
the state's utopian scene for sixteen years, were
followers of Jacob Beilhart's Spirit Fruit Society who established their "Hilltop Ranch" near
Soquel in Santa Cruz County. Unlike the Mormons, "New Lifers," and Theosophists, by the
time the Spirit Fruiters arrived in California
they had lost their zeal; the state became simply
the final resting place of a once much more
2
dynamic group .
To understand the Spirit Fruit Society is to
know Jacob Beilhart (1867-1908). Although
Jacob (he preferred only his given name) did not
seem destined to have a rendezvous with utopia,
some signs pointed in this direction. He probably
could not recall a time when he had not thought
about religious matters. Raised in a strict Lutheran household on a northeastern Ohio farm,
Jacob, when a teenager, fell under the spell of
a family of Seventh-day Adventists. Soon he converted to this vigorous fundamentalist faith . His
excitement for Adventism led him to attend its
struggling college at Healdsburg, California, for
the winter term of 1887-1888, and he then took
up full-time preaching, first in Ohio and later
Kansas . After two successful years, however,
Jacob resigned. ''I decided that I would preach
no more until I could do something besides talk.''
So he moved with his wife , Lou, whom he married shortly before he entered Healdsburg College, to Battle Creek, Michigan, the Mecca of
American Adventists and home of the church's
Battle Creek Sanitarium, headed by Dr. John
Harvey Kellogg, a leading health propagandist.
Jacob enrolled in the Sanitarium's nursing pro-
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gram and excelled in his studies . More important, he became keenly interested in faith healing . But this activity, which he claimed to have
employed with considerable success, troubled
Dr. Kellogg and the Adventist cornrnuni7; Jacob
subsequently broke his ties with both.
The Beilharts, though, remained in Battle
Creek. While at the Sanitarium, Jacob had
nursed C . W. Post, the future cereal magnate ,
and the two became close friends. Soon Jacob
joined Post at the latter's newly-opened health
spa, the La Vita Inn. But Jacob and Post separated after about a year, likely because of the
former's obsession with religion. Jacob craved
a meaningful faith. He studied the "New
Thought" faiths of Christian Science, Divine
Science, Spiritualism, and Theosophy, all of
which flourished in the 1890s. But nothing
satisfied him. "I soon settled down to this: All of these theories are very nice, but it is hard
to run the universe when you know as little about
it as any of these folks seem to know who claimed to be teachers . So I said to myself, I will submit myself to the life, of God, or whatever it is
4
that creates and sustains things. "
Jacob's life was about to change dramatically. Although odd jobs sustained a growing
household, which by 1898 consisted of Lou, two
babies and a brother and sister, Jacob worried
little about financial matters. Rather he moved
toward creation of a hybrid faith . ''I let Love
work in me. I was unoccupied ." The process
succeeded. "Faith, Love and Trust took the place
in the heart once wrecked by jealousy, fear, and
doubt .. .as Love began to create, Spirit Fruit
was born, and sent out.'' About 1898 the Beilhart
clan returned to Ohio, and Jacob launched a
modest publishing venture, a monthly periodical,
Spirit Fruit. Shortly he acquired some acreage,
which included a large, brick house, on the edge
of Lisbon, the Columbiana County seat. Here
Jacob's utopia came into existence. 5
By 1900, Jacob's thoughts about religious matters had jelled. Not surprisingly, they contained
ideas that mirrored tenets of Christian Science
and Theosophy. Essentially Jacob sought a one-

A group of' 'Spirit Fruiters '' enjoy a summer picnic near the stone spring-house at the colony
farm near lisbon , Ohio, in 1904.

ness with all humankind. Any type of selfishness,
anger, and the like, he believed, caused strife and
unhappiness. Thus "Spirit Fruit" developed
when an individual yielded himself and achieved union with the universe. He suggested that
''The way of self must be entirely avoided; and
we must learn to hear, understand and obey the
true Voice, which to us is the Voice of the Spirit
Universal [God] revealing to us the principles
of Life, which if obeyed, will never fail.'' Or
as Jacob said it somewhat differently, "All real
joy comes as a result of giving . ... This is a principle of Life which makes it a perpetual motion,
and this is the difference between the True Life
and the selfish existence which man is in before
he comes into conscious existence. " 6
An important concomitant to Jacob's insistence
on self-sacrifice was a keen interest in marriage
reform . He considered it wrong for a wife to
"sacrifice even her physical health and natural
instinct in deference to what is called her 'duty'
to her husband." No one should dominate a relationship and each party should be able to leave
at will; Jacob cleverly blasted the common male
role in Victorian era marriages as the "penis
trust." 7
Putting the new faith into operation required
money. As the utopia attracted more than a dozen

full-time residents, farming activities produced
increased income. Dairying and poultry emerged as the major pursuits. Free-will contributions,
usually from pleased readers, did much to meet
mortgage obligations, pay printing costs, and
purchase the necessities of life. Unlike a campmeeting preacher, Jacob never actively sought
donations, although he graciously accepted them.
Several frequent visitors, particularly the wealthy
Chicago businessman, Irvin E. ("Rock") Rockwell, however, became indispensable financial
angels. At first, Jacob held the property in his
name, but he changed that in April 1901, when
he received a charter from Ohio officials as a
religious institution. From that date on the Spirit
Fruit Society legally embraced the concept of
communal ownership. As the document said,
"Believing that selfishness is the one great hindrance to human happiness, we desire to unite
as one and assist others in eliminating this element from their nature by practicing unselfishness in our own lives by helping others; and to
acquire by donation or otherwise, all necessary
8
property and funds. "
The days at the Lisbon commune were generally pleasant. Residents thrived on the rugged
regime of farm and household work, and they
enjoyed one another's companionship. A sense

of commitment grew; harmony and brotherly
love permeated the band. Just as members accepted Jacob's idea of the need to eliminate
selfishness from marriage, they sought to promote female rights, not politically but through
the routine of colony life. Spirit Fruiters eschewed the notion of traditional "woman's work";
both sexes labored indoors and outdoors. Knee-
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length bloomers and black stockings made for
a practical female costume.
While these gentle souls shared a vision of
utopia, their own origins and backgrounds
varied. "Ma" Young and "Pa" Young and their
unmarried daughter, Virginia Moore, hailed
from Lisbon as did Jacob's sister, Mary. Ralph
Galbreath, a farmer, also grew up in the area.

Kate Waters, a former school teacher, college
professor and physician, came from Chicago, as
did Gene Clarke, Rockwell's assistant. Ed
Knowdell, Canadian-born, was an itinerant
plumber and mechanic, and Dave Stanforth, an
Iowa native, had also travelled widely as a cook
and laborer. Emily Leonhardt, a German immigrant, formerly operated a sewing shop in

Charleston, South Carolina, while Harvard
educated Frederick Reed, a teacher at the Boston
Latin School, his blind wife Rachel, and Carol
Noel, a secretary, came from Boston, first as
visitors before they decided to stay . And several
others lived with the group during the formative
9
years .
Various reasons account for why these folks
joined Jacob. One common theme, though, appears: an individual's previous sense of personal
tragedy or loss. The Reeds and Kate Waters provide examples. In 1895, a few years after
Frederick and Rachel married, she gave birth to
a still-born baby. Rachel's extremely long delivery led to her immediate and total blindness,
perhaps the result of an aneurysm. As for Kate,
about 1900 she had been engaged to a fellow
physician who then died suddenly. The shock
was enormous, and she turned to narcotics and
alcohol. Kate fortunately ended her chemical
dependence, and a friend introduced her to
Jacob's writings. That sparked a visit to Lisbon
10
and her subsequent settlement there.
The Ohio phase of the colonists ended in 1904
as a result of antagonism from outsiders. Lisbonites were horrified when Mary gave birth to
a second out-of-wedlock child, "Buster" (he
later chose the name Robert), on May 13, 1904,
fathered by Ed Knowdell. (Four years earlier
Mary had had another illegitimate baby, Evelyn,
by Ralph Galbreath.) Robert's birth coincided
with the appearance of several sensationalized
stories in the press. Rumors, too, spread that Lou
would file for divorce (indeed, she did leave with
her two children, and Jacob and Virginia became
lovers openly). Threats of violence increased,
and so in November the Society announced its
decision to leave. 11

A group ofpermanent residents and visitors posed for this photograph at the Spirit Fruit Farm
near Lisbon, Ohio, in June 1904. From left to
right: front row - Virginia Moore, Carol Noel
and Rachael Reed; second row - Dave Stanforth, ''Ma '' Young holding Robert Beilhart, an
unknown visitor, Jacob with Evelyn Beilhart on
his lap, Robert Wall and Frederick Reed; third
row - Ralph Galbreath, "Pa" Young, Rose
Duffer, Ed Knowdell, Kate Waters, Mary
Beilhart, Jeanette White and Emily Leonhardt.
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Jacob organized this gathering at the Spirit Fruit farm on Sunday, June 28, 1904, as an opportunity
to explain to the townspeople the group's views on a variety of matters, including sex and marriage.

Rather than seek another Ohio site, the Spirit
Fruiters selected Chicago, mostly because Jacob
had lectured there and the group had supporters
in the city. After living in several cheap "Loop"
hotels, the colonists relocated to a beautiful
ninety-acre farm about forty-five miles northwest
of Chicago, near Ingleside, in Lake County, to
which they later added more land. After securing a loan, the Society set about building its
"Spirit Temple." When completed in 1906, the
edifice was spectacular: its two and one-half
stories and full basement contained thirty-five
rooms and sported its own plumbing and electrical systems. Dairy farming, with pure-bred
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stock, became the major source of earned
•
12
mcome.
Jacob performed his role as colony head with
understanding and tolerance, characteristics central to his religious views. Unlike so many utopian leaders, especially religious ones, he never
acted dictatorially. Members, for instance, could
say or eat what they liked and use alcohol and
tobacco if they wished. The essence of Jacob's
style was captured nicely when he told a reporter
from the Waukegan Daily Sun, ''I give a yell and
then if any . . .feel like getting up to help it is
all right, but if they don't, nothing is said." Jacob
13
asked for no unquestioning obedience.

isaster befell the utopia in 1908. Jacob
was stricken with appendicitis on
November 19. Medical treatment failed,
and he died early on the morning of November
24 after "intense suffering." But as so often happened with utopian communities, the group did
not fade away with the death of its leader.
Although the colony 's presses and out-reach programs ended, Jacob ' s memory sustained the
14
faithful. Recalls Robert Knowdell:

Several factors conceivably prompted this decision. Of course, the state's good image was
familiar to Midwesterners . Although no one had
direct California ties, perhaps Virginia or some
other member recalled that Jacob had talked
glowingly about the state. And, too, they knew
of the thriving Theosophical colony at Point
Lorna. Then, also, the simple desire to start
afresh , with a site that was more manageable and
in a more temperate climate, surely had appeal.

[I]t seemed that the survivors instinctively looked to Virginia to assume the
burden of titular head, along with her
mother "Ma" because of her unique
clairvoyant endowment. There is no
question in my mind that they all believed that the spirit never dies, and Ma's
daily writings, as she sat in a trance,
. . .were accepted as their link between
the present and the hereafter. ... [A]ll
sat in silence around the dining table after
the noon meal until Ma concluded the
" Message of the Day," which would
15
then be read aloud by Virginia.

Through the years in Ohio and lllinois these
utopians developed strong personal attachments.
Virginia, for example, had been Jacob ' s lover
and after his death she became drawn to Gene
Clarke. The two children, Evelyn and Robert,
became an important part of this utopian family. Evelyn recalled that "I had three mothers,
my own [Mary], Auntie Bob [Virginia], and
Emily.' ' And Robert became extremely close to
Kate, "my second mother. " Thus strong ties of
commitment, whether two-person intimacy or
loyalty to children, produced a powerful and enduring force to this communal organization. The
fact that no one left the society at the time of the
16
relocation to California attests to this cohesion.

D

Precisely why the Spirit Fruit Society decided to leave Illinois for California is not known .
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This specially designed ''Spirit Temple'' housed the colony members at Ingleside, Illinois, from 1906
to 1914.
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Evelyn, Robert and their pets, Nick, Nig and Tige, at the Hilltop colony in California, 1918.

In early 1914 Ralph Galbreath and Frederick
Reed boarded a train for California. After arriving in San Francisco, they reconnoitered the
peninsular area to the south. Apparently Ralph
and Frederick liked the vicinity of Los Gatos,
near the eastern slope of the Santa Cruz Mountains . This Santa Clara County community
boasted more than a picturesque setting; it
flourished in the midst of a major agricultural
17
belt.
These Spirit Fruiters leased an abandoned olive
cannery which had a combination kitchen and
mess hall and several cabins . The cannery could
be both suitable temporary housing and a base
18
from which to scout for a permanent location.
With a California property rented, members
selected essential belongings and loaded them into a boxcar. Their remaining possessions, includin~ all of the livestock, went on the auction
block. 9 In mid-summer 1914, Virginia Moore,
"Ma" Young, ("Pa" Young had died in 1909),
Emily Leonhardt, Kate Waters, Carol Noel,
Ralph Galbreath, Ed Knowdell, Dave Stanforth,
Gene Clarke, and Frederick and Rachel Reed set
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foot on California soil to begin the final phase
of the Spirit Fruit Society. Later they would be
joined by Mary Beilhart and her children, Evelyn
and Robert, who had returned to Ohio for an ex20
tended "last" visit with relatives and friends .
The Los Gatos location served adequately the
colonists' needs . Moreover, the Mediterraneanlike climate provided a dramatic improvement
over the Midwest. Soon members found property
suitable for their permanent home. A 79.65 acre
parcel was located about twenty-five miles to the
south near the Santa Cruz County community of
21
Soquel.
What became "Hilltop Ranch ," where the
Society would stay for the next thirteen years,
possessed awe-inspiring qualities. The largely
open tract straddled a three hundred-foot hill that
gave a commanding view of almost the entire
thirty-mile wide Monterey Bay. While not on the
coastline, it was only one and one-half miles
north of Capitola, a quaint tourist village with
one of the area's best bathing beaches. The
ranch's lofty elevation made for a warmer
climate than most of the surrounding country-

side: winter months commonly avoided freezing
temperatures and summer readings normally
ranged between the 60's and 80's.
Yet the parcel was hardly ideal. First of all,
it was virtually inaccessible. Only an unimproved
half-mile lane connected Soquel, about a mile inland from Capitola, with the neighborhood.
Within a quarter mile of the ranch, this primitive
roadway dwindled down to a set of rutted wagon
tracks that followed a ravine to near the summit. The land itself lacked any improvements;
there was neither a well nor any other regular
source of water. While mostly clear, except for
clumps of stately redwoods, only about twelve
acres were fairly level. Less obvious was the fact
the previous occupants had relentlessly "dryfarmed'' this plot, thereby leaving the original
22
thin topsoil in even poorer condition.
These undesirable features of Hilltop Ranch,
particularly its isolation, probably explain why
the society arranged favorable terms at a time
when real estate prices in Santa Cruz County
soared. Between 1910 and 1920 average local
land values increased a whopping 61.5 percent;
only eight of California's fifty-eight counties had
more expensive property. Under terms of the
purchase agreement, signed March 25, 1915, the
Society agreed to pay $7,965 or $100 per acre
over a five-year period. All deferred payments
bore a six percent interest rate. Better situated
land commonly sold for twice the contracted
•
23
pnce.
The relocation from Los Gatos to Soquel occurred over several months. Tent construction
dominated the Spirit Fruiters' attention. The first
one covered the kitchen equipment. The dining
tent went up next. This roomy facility originally provided both eating and sleeping accommodations. But members desired private space
as well as communal territory, and so they
erected a cluster of nine detached bedroom tents.
The final components, which friendly neighbors
called ''Tent City,'' stood unattached nearby in
24
a semi-circle.
Even before completing the tents, members
planned their house. Colonists agreed that the
communal structure should contain a basement,
unlike the other area houses. Members excavated
the site, poured the twenty-five by sixty-five foot
floor and then assembled wooden forms for the
walls, which they filled with concrete. After the

walls had set, they carefully installed a mammoth
center beam, floor joists and subfloor. A stairway soon followed. 25
The colonists fashioned eight bedroom sections
by suspending old sheets from a network of
overhead wires. They also placed a trashburner
near the stairway to offset the dampness of the
"green" concrete floor and walls and future
winter weather. The less hardy- "Ma," Emily, Kate and the Reeds - received priority in
26
the relocation.
By the winter of 1917-1918 the Spirit Fruiters
had completed much of their modest house. They
furnished the exterior of what became known as
the main section and partitioned the interior to
provide two communal areas, a kitchen and dining section, and two bedrooms at each end. They
placed canvas curtains, recycled from dismantled tents, to serve as barriers until they could
install permanent walls and wooden doors. Not
long thereafter, they attached a partially enclosed
back porch on the north side (which later contained a bathroom) and two inexpensive extensions on the south side that faced the bay. Each
wing sported two diminutive bedrooms. This increased sleeping capacity to eight rooms and provided a pleasant courtyard atmosphere that was
27
later landscaped.
Not only the construction but the design of the
Hilltop Ranch house had been a group effort.
These seasoned utopians realized that their dwelling must reflect their communal lifestyle. The
centrally located kitchen and dining room/parlor
sufficed nicely. Bedrooms were assigned individually, except for several which members
shared. (The Reeds were together as were Virginia and Gene, and Carol and Dave, and Ralph
and Emily. All other members in all probability
lived in celibacy. This long-standing commitment
to separate sleeping quarters suggests one explanation as to why the society endured. As
Dolores Hayden, a leading student of utopian architecture, argues, "The experience of all
historic and contemporary groups attempting to
replace private property and territory with communal property and territory shows nothing so
disastrous as forced deprivation of privacy."
Hayden suggests that the "Needs for privacy,
expressed by individuals, couples, or families,
often can be met best by private spaces within
a communal household, large or small. " 28
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n many ways the society's California phase
was years of struggle . Not only were early
living conditions and house-construction
tasks arduous, but creating an economic base was
equally difficult. Members valiantly tried to place
themselves on a solid financial footing. Simultaneously, apparently hard work itself became
an expression of religious devotion.
To be as self-sustaining as possible, the society
started the first of its annual vegetable gardens
while still occupying the tents, with Ralph and
Kate particularly responsible. Meanwhile, the
countryside supplied an abundance of seasonal
wild berries, nuts and mushrooms and also wild
game . Nearby streams teemed with trout and
steelhead salmon during the spawning season,
and ocean fish could be caught from beaches and
29
wharves at Capitola and Santa Cruz.
Still the colonists needed cash. The first major effort toward creating a source of steady income involved dairying. They purchased several
milk cows and later a Holstein bull "of questionable pedigree but with an excellent reputation." These animals flourished in the approximately forty acres that were suitable for pasture.
Not only did the husbandry talents of Dave and
Gene insure success, but California's mild
weather and growing urban population meant
few production problems and good prices .30
Next the colonists embarked on poultry-raising
and truck farming . The flock began with a dozen
purebred White Leghorn laying hens and a
rooster. Under Mary's watchful supervision, two
large second-hand kerosene incubators, kept in
the basement, created a rapidly expanding
chicken population. When the laying flock
reached more than a hundred, the society won
membership in the Santa Cruz County Poultry
Producers' Association, an organization that profitably marketed the eggs. The colonists also
grew vegetables commercially, largely under
Kate's direction. But it was Robert who developed a workable distribution system. About
1917 , he conceived the idea of training his
Shepherd dog, Jackie, to pull a home-made cart
from which the produce, dairy and poultry products might be sold. "I canvassed the SoquelCapitola area on my bicycle taking orders for
fresh vegetables, dairy products and eggs,''
relates Robert, "and then on weekends making
deliveries, and at the same time taking orders for
the following week. (The demand soon grew un-

I
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til I had to restrict my solicitation by favoring
my first customers.) I wondered later what proportion was ordered out of compassion for
Jackie, who stood patiently while I selected each
order from the cart." When a free farmers'
market opened in Santa Cruz, door-to-door sales
diminished. Robert then joined Kate and his
mother every Saturday at this bustling em.
31
ponum.
The rigors of this life precipitated the first
withdrawal about 1917, when the Reeds left. The
blind and frail Rachel found negotiating the
rough terrain difficult, and Frederick, too, did
not adjust well to the rugged environment. The
remaining colonists even took temporary jobs in
the outside world in order to support their mutual
undertaking . The common treasury benefited
when the men hired out to local orchardists and
some worked in the tourist-oriented businesses
in Capitola and Santa Cruz during the summer
32
season.
Throughout the history of the Spirit Fruit
Society, non-residents made donations, largely
because of their enthusiasm for Jacob's ideas.
While the premier patron had been Irvin Rockwell, he provided only modest assistance during the California years. After the group left Illinois, Rock no longer made his frequent visits.
His subsequent involvement in Idaho politics
likely explains his diminished support. Benjamin
Frank Moore, "Ma's" son and Virginia 's
brother, thus emerged as the principal financial
angel. This successful Cleveland, Ohio, commercial photographer, who dearly loved his
mother and sister, stepped in to save the ranch
itself. The seller had died several years after the
society signed the purchase agreement. Unfortunately, a nasty fight erupted over the estate
which led a local court to rule in May 1921,
based on technicalities, that the "Spirit Fruit
Society .. . [has] not any right, title, interest;
estate or claim in or to said real property or any
part thereof. . . . '' This decision stunned the
group. The new owner, luckily, proved to be
reasonable. For an undisclosed amount of money
the Hilltop property was conveyed to Moore. At
long last, the society, in Moore's name, won title to its ranch .33
The desire to remember Jacob and to live his
ideals continued to be an indispensable part of
life. "Ma's" after-lunch seance, with Virginia's
customary assistance, remained a daily ritual,

Hilltop Ranch as viewed from the south. Mary Beilhart wrote on the photo, ''We have flowers along
here now in front of [the] wings and clover planted between the wings. We call it our Court. ''

and Sunday afternoons usually included some
type of theological discussion. Yet members did
not set aside large blocks of time for formal
religious activities. The explanations are several.
Each person knew and accepted the society's
purpose, and simple existence demanded enormous effort. Moreover, after Jacob's death, the
desire to spread his teachings virtually ceased;
the comrnunards at Hilltop had no papers to circulate and little correspondence. Reflected Robert,
"The folk were old and tired, and without Jacob
himself they could never expect to have any
34
dynamism. The old energy was gone. . . . "
The only persons who sought to devote more
energy to Jacob's works were Ralph and Emily .
In 1918, Ralph, who was then forty-seven, and
Emily, seventeen years his senior, withdrew in
an amicable fashion . Perhaps life within the
society was too demanding, but more plausible
was a desire to be independent property owners.
They moved to the Los Angeles area where
Ralph quickly found employment with a nursery.
He soon became the manager, and they easily
saved enough money to become truck gardeners
on several acres of fertile land, with a cottage,
near Newhall in the San Fernando Valley . Once
established, Ralph and Emily, who never married, sought to promote Jacob's teachings . They
worked closely with a colorful local philosopher,
LeRoy ''Freedom Hill'' Henry, to publicize the
tenets of Spirit Fruit. During the rnid-1920s the
"Freedom Hill Pressery" reprinted large portions of Jacob's writings, a publishing venture
that continued sporadically until the 1940s.35

he society at Hilltop Ranch lacked much
contact with the outside world and lost
four members by the end of World War
I, but it gained two residents in 1919. The
backgrounds of " Dr. " William Wilsdon, a
stocky, bearded Englishman, and Charles Ritchie are obscure. Wilsdon, or "Uncle Billy" as
he insisted on being called, was seventy-six years
old and a bachelor. Apparently, he knew about
Jacob and his work. Wilsdon likely had read
Jacob's writings either during the years in the
Midwest or perhaps later through the efforts of
Ralph , Emily and "Freedom Hill" Henry. Ritchie, who came because of Wilsdon, was sixtytwo years old, a widower, and a recent immigrant from Canada. A quiet fellow, he was
apparently "slow in the head. " 36
The members, who by this time included only
Virginia, " Ma," Kate, Mary, Carol, Ed, Gene,
and Dave (Evelyn left in 19 18 soon after her
marriage, and Robert also lived away from
Hilltop), accepted the presence of Wilsdon and
Ritchie. Uncle Billy claimed that he alone
understood Jacob and thereafter demanded that
everyone accept his authority. These trusting,
gentle souls acquiesced, and he moved into
Virginia's position. 37
Life became hell. After declaring "Ma' s"
messages from Jacob to be " pure rubbish," Uncle Billy ordered these sessions stopped and then
used that after-meal time to harangue and embarrass members. He delighted in discovering
a person's likes and dislikes and immediately insisted that the individual do the opposite. As Un-
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cle Billy saw it, such actions would cleanse the
soul of ''self,'' and only then might one become
worthy of the title of "Jacob's Disciples."
One example ofWilsdon's heartless tactics is
recalled by Robert:
My father [Ed] had acquired a clerking
job for the summer at the leading grocery
[Angell's in Soquel] . .. , and when Billy
discovered that my father detested full
beards, he immediately insisted before
the group during the after-lunch usual exhortations that he grow a beard to prove
that he rejected all vanity. [M]y father
grudgingly complied, although he hated
it. [A]nd before it was fully grown he
overheard me telling Mother it 'made
him look silly. ' Suddenly his rebellion
came boiling to the surface. He gathered
a few belongings (after first dispensing
with his facial foliage) and took the train
to San Francisco, where he had no trouble obtaining employment. . . with a
plumbing contractor. ... He batched in
a single house-keeping room and sent a
portion of his earnings monthly to my
mother, of course his contributions were
immediately melded into the communi38
ty pot . . . .

The trauma led others to withdraw . Less than
a year after Ed left for San Francisco, Dave, ''a
fearless man with tremendous energy,'' reached the limits of his endurance. He said good-bye
and went to Skyland, a small fruit-growing community sixteen miles to the north where he initially worked in the prune and pear orchards and
. a grower 'sk itchen. 39
th en m
The next to depart was Mary . The taxing work
at Hilltop, especially care of the poultry, and Uncle Billy's antics, caused her over-all well-being
to decline markedly. Never one who enjoyed
good health, she readily accepted Evelyn's offer in late 1920 to join her growing family in San40
ta Cruz.
The loss of Dave and Mary nearly demolished the Hilltop economy. Dave's departure
severely curtailed the farming and stock raising.
The dairy herd diminished through attrition and
the bull was sold. The remaining male members,
the elderly Uncle Billy, Ritchie, and Gene, who
was sixty-one and "definitely failing physically," could perform only light chores. With no
one to assume Mary's labors, chicken produc-
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tion virtually stopped. "Ma," Kate, Carol and
41
Virginia faced a heavy work load.
Kate, too, left, although only briefly.
Wilsdon's presence troubled her greatly, and she
knew the group needed additional income . So at
the age of sixty-two, she assembled her credentials and got a job teaching the combined third
and fourth grades in a rural school located in an
isolated part of the Santa Cruz Mountains. A lack
of transportation, dramatic changes in the curricula from the late nineteenth century and student rudeness (some older boys called her the
"Old Lady" instead of "Miss Waters") caused
Kate to resign after only the fall term. Still, she
viewed the experience as successful. Recalls
Robert, "[Kate] said that her ability to perform
her duties to the faculty and students had restored
her self confidence . . . . She said she then felt
intellectually superior to [Wilsdon] and thus no
longer dreaded direct confrontation with
42
him. "
That colonists would not initially resist
Wilsdon was predictable. The society's strongly held core philosophy glorified passive, nonviolent behavior and human connectedness, even
though this newcomer thoroughly disrupted the
harmony. With access to private sleeping
quarters, members could retreat easily from Uncle Billy's presence. Moreover, the vigorous
work that was so much a part of Hilltop allowed
additional opportunities for escape. Only mealtime required regular chances for face-to-face
confrontation. Why some stayed in the society
is reflected in Kate's experience. Of course Uncle Billy disturbed her, but she returned to the
society for she disliked her exile, missing deeply
her long-established friendships and lifestyle;
Hilltop Ranch was her spiritual home. The others
undoubtedly felt the same, for they, too, had
committed themselves to Jacob's communal
blueprint. Conceivably the dead leader's spirit
guided them as well. What would Jacob do? He
would turn the other cheek and hope for the best.
Maybe their collective love could transform the
dreaded Billy.
Just as Jacob believed that goodness could
come unexpectedly, a savior of sorts appeared.
The newcomer at Hilltop was William Large, a
powerfully built six foot two Irishman, about
fifty-five years old "with a likable personality
and a tremendous sense of humor.'' Like Uncle
Billy , the second Billy seemed familiar with

Jacob's teachings, although his background is a
mystery. Virginia especially liked Billy Large,
and he, in fact, soon became her lover. (Her old
mate, Gene, willingly accepted this new rela. h"1p.)43
tions
As might be expected, Wilsdon showed utter
contempt for the new entrant. He tried to embarrass and ridicule Large before the group. The
younger Billy, however, did not allow himself
to be browbeaten. Instead, he first laughed in
Wilsdon's face and then ignored him completely.
he final clash between the two Billies came
quickly; the Wilsdon era was about to end.
Kate described the tension-filled last day:

T

... Billy had always sat at the head of
the table, replacing Virginia when he
first took charge. As we all gathered at
the dinner table, Large walked calmly to
the head and seated himself, waving his
hand for the rest to be seated. We all
complied, except Billy, who stood florid

with rage, . .. [and] bellowed at Large:
"For a stupid, skinny Irishman, you
have a hell of a lot of guts!' ' The response was instantaneous. Large leaped
from his chair, nearly upsetting the table,
and walked to within inches of Billy,
staring down into his watery eyes and
saying, "You pitiful fool, haven't you
the sense to know that the time for your
presence here has long since come and
gone?" Dead silence followed, as we all
sat in silent approval, and watched those
beady eyes, which had stared everyone
down for too long, waver and well with
tears which ran down his cheeks. I could
hardly believe it!
Then Large stepped back and said,
"Virginia and I have decided you are to
be given a choice: either you vacate this
premise within 24 hours, or I will personally throw you down the hill and your
belongings after you!'' Then he took Billy by the arm, as if to lead him to a chair,
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Colonists and friends at the ranch, September 6, 1926. Left to right: Dave Stanforth, an unidentified
man and woman, Kate Waters, Mary Beilhart, "Ma" Young, Virginia Moore, Billy Large and another
unidentified friend.
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saying, "Sit down and enjoy your last
meal with us." But Billy jerked away and
bolted into the kitchen, and a moment
later we heard his bedroom door slam.
Large then helped Virginia from her
chair and led her to the head of the table,
saying, "Please assume your rightful
place and as long as I am here, it will
never be threatened again." She sat
down, with tears in her eyes, and no one
spoke or moved until she said, ''Please,
let us rejzice and enjoy this meal
together."

The next day Virginia drove a defeated Uncle
Billy and Ritchie to the bus station in Santa Cruz
in the society's Model T Ford roadster, a vehicle recently acquired to replace the feeble buggy
horse. Remarkably, the group expressed unusual
generosity to the departing men: Virginia handed Wilsdon fifty dollars in precious cash for their
travel and immediate living needs. Jacob would
have approved. 45
The forced exodus of Billy Wilsdon ushered
in a period of relaxation and readjustment. The
nearly forgotten spirit of companionship and
goodwill returned, and the noontime group
ritual, spiritual communications, resumed. Although the ranks had dwindled, the five remaining individuals, joined by Billy Large, carried
on with their strenuous life. Billy tackled the
rigorous chores and Gene provided what assistance he could. "Ma," Virginia, Kate and Carol
did various household tasks and some work outdoors, mainly gardening. And with Uncle Billy
gone, several former members, usually Mary,
Evelyn and Robert returned for welcomed visits.
Also, there were several long-time friends who
came regularly, often for weekends during the
46
summer.
The aging colony tenaciously clung to its communal ways. Membership appeared to possess
sacred qualities, and the emotional interaction
between these communards remained great. Unmistakably, the proper commitment mechanisms
continued to work. Surely one explanation for
the Society's durability involved its "family"
size, something that helped to lessen internal factionalism. Jacob , himself, had argued shrewdlt;
that "large community life is not a success." 7
One matter, though, overshadowed everything
else during the final years at Hilltop - Virginia's
steadily declining health. In 1924, she developed
carcinoma of the uterus; she was then forty-four.
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Kate helped with her medical skills, but eventually Virginia began radium therapy in San
Francisco. She was forced to abandon participating in "Ma' s" "Message of the Day," and
48
thus ended a ritual begun in 1908 .
By the latter part of 1928, members decided
to leave Hilltop. Virginia's cancer was a contributing factor; but collectively, they were physically too worn out to meet the recurring tax, insurance and other financial burdens. The society
held an auction; everything was liquidated except
for some furniture and personal items . In No49
vember 1928, Ben Moore sold the property .
Yet the Spirit Fruit Society remained, although
barely. The six found rental property in Soquel.
Robert describes the new living arrangement: ''I
found them living in the run-down previous home
of the recently deceased local physician-veterinarian, an ancient two story house, the lower part
of which had been used as his offices, with the
exception of the kitchen and dining room. Bedrooms and bath were upstairs . They had converted the previous office area [for additional]
sleeping quarters. And since there were only six
of them left, it was adequate.'' The proceeds
from the public sale and contributions from
faithful supporters, particularly Moore, sustained
the communal household.50
Virginia's health worsened, which threw
everyone into a state of depression. After Virginia's death in June 1930, her loyal compatriots
went their separate ways, abandoning their
utopia. Luckily, their return to mainstream life
occurred without too much pain. "Ma" moved
to the Los Angeles area where she lived with her
recently widowed son, Benjamin Moore, and
later she entered a nursing home. Kate accepted
an earlier offer for employment as a housekeeper
with close friends in San Francisco, and after a
few years she retired to a cottage in Santa Cruz.
Carol went to southern California, and subsequently cared for several elderly women before
her last years in a custodial home. Gene chose
to spend his post-communal days with a brother,
and Billy simply disappeared. Thus the Spirit
Fruit Society quietly melted away. Only
"Freedom Hill" Henry, joined at times by Ralph
and Emily, tried to keep alive Jacob's works and
memory. 5 1
In retrospect the Spirit Fruit Society stands out
as one of America 's more unusual and significant utopias. Few intentional communities have

lasted so long. The reasons for this remarkable
longevity are several. Jacob's followers mastered
the problems associated with communal living;
they created open and loving relationships , full
of commitment. Thus the Society is a notable exception to the conclusion that ''the most enduring communes were . . .the most centralized and
52
the most tightly controlled.' ' And the Spirit
Fruiters wisely embraced an architecture that
permitted both communal interaction and cherished privacy. The experiment, moreover, never
grew too large and hence unruly . Also, it at-

tracted members who possessed valuable skills:
they could forge a living with their own resources. Although the Spirit Fruiters had lost
their zest for spreading Jacob's word by the time
they reached California, they continued to seek
a separate and uncommon environment. The
years spent at Hilltop Ranch were full of toil and
for nearly two years tension-charged; nevertheless , these hardy souls seemed content with
their vision of utopia practiced in the Golden
State.
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Reviews of Western Books
THE LONG CAMPAIGN: A BIOGRAPHY OF ANNE MARTIN. By Anne Bail Howard.
(Reno, NV: University of Nevada Press, 1985. xiii + 220 pp., notes, biblio., index. $12.95 paper)
In this well-researched and smoothly written
political biography of Nevadan Anne Martin, the
author provides just the right kind of study, illuminating not only her subject's political actions
but also the contexts out of which she emerged
and with which she often conflicted. Anne
Howard has produced a balanced, clear-eyed,
and revealing biography.
After opening chapters containing particularly extensive sections on Martin's education in
Nevada schools, the University of Nevada, and
completion of her master's work in history at
Stanford, Howard devotes lengthy discussions to
her subject's participation in state and national
fights for woman suffrage, her two unsuccessful
campaigns for the U. S. Senate in 1918 and
1920, and finally her activities on behalf of other
women's organizations over a long period of
time. Each chapter includes useful closing paragraphs of evaluation.
Howard's portrait of Martin is notably fairminded. Sometimes racist and sexist and often
snobbish and impractical, Martin was also hardworking, loyal, and devoted to her causes. The
author notes, too, Martin's attraction-revulsion
toward Nevada, her difficulties with leaders and
colleagues who outshone her, and her lifelong
ambivalences about men. In addition, Martin's
life illustrates the conflicts of someone trying to
fulfill the expectations of the Cult of True
Womanhood in her early years and yet attempting to achieve the goals of the New Woman in
her mature years. To her credit, Howard understands these tensions and others and provides
clear explanations of how they buffeted Martin.
We need more biographies of this kind.
Dozens of these local or focussed life stories will
provide the necessary foundations on which to

erect an overview synthesis of women's experiences in America, particularly as the country closed out its frontier and cantered into the
modem era. In her appealing and well-organized
biography of Anne Martin, Anne Howard has
produced a model for these much-needed studies.
Richard W . Etulain
Richard W. Etulain is Professor of History at the
University of New Mexico. He is currently coauthoring a general study of the American West. During 1985-1986 he lectured on the West in Mexico, Norway, India and Mauritius.
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THE BASSETT WOMEN. By Grace McClure. (Athens, OH: Swallow Press/Ohio University
Press, 1985. xvi + 229 pp., illus., map, notes, biblio. $25 cloth, $10.95 paper)
The Bassett women numbered three: the
pioneer Elizabeth and her two daughters, Josie
and Ann. This book about them will provide
fascinating reading for a couple of evenings, but
some quiet skepticism is in order. Grace
McClure- no relation to George Bassett's wife,
Ruby McClure - tries to untangle legends and
to distinguish between "purports" and truth. For
the lack of really good historical sources she has
had to base too much on hearsay and tradition
- on Ann's writings, interviews with Bassett
family members and friends, and the tapes of
others who talked with Josie before her death in
1964. Nor has McClure hesitated to speculate as
to motives, inner thoughts, reactions, and
sometimes to put words into the mouths of her
characters. Occasionally, the biography of the
Bassett women threatens to diffuse into stories
of outlaws and vignettes of cowboys and settlers
in Brown's Park, but for the most part the writer
keeps on course as she unfolds the drama in the
lives of these ordinary, but extraordinarily
strong-willed and unorthodox, women. Unfortunately there is no index. The notes on sources
are sketchy, but there is a very helpful map as
well as some twenty-five pictures of the various
Bassetts.
The story opens in Hot Springs, Arkansas, in
1871, with the marriage of the spirited sixteenyear old Elizabeth Mill to thirty-seven-year old
Herb Bassett, a former Union soldier and a quiet
religious man. By 1878, the family, which eventually included two sons as well as two
daughters, was homesteading in Brown's Park,
a tranquil secluded valley in northwestern Colorado, already becoming famous for its outlaws
and rustlers. Through hard work with horses and
cattle, Elizabeth, probably more effective than
her husband, built up prosperity for the family
but her premature death at the age of thirty-seven
left it rudderless. The book then focuses on Josie
and Ann.
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Before the age of forty, Josie, later characterized by a granddaughter as a ''little brown
wren,'' had married and discarded five husbands . Critics falsely claimed that she had
wounded one with a gun and poisoned another.
In 1914, she established her own homestead near
Vernal, Utah, on land that is now within
Dinosaur National Monument. She lived there
for almost fifty years, becoming a local legend
for her resourcefulness and hospitality and surviving charges of poaching, moonshining and
rustling. life published an article on her in 1948.
A motion picture, The Ballad of Josie, starring
Doris Day, was a made a few years later, but
bore little resemblance to her real life.
Ann, twice-married but childless, was more
regal and fashionably dressed than Josie, but was
not above using bunkhouse language. She won
the sobriquet "Queen Ann," and during her trial
for cattle rustling an unkind Denver reporter
labelled her "Queen of the Cattle Rustlers." In
her later years, Ann turned to writing. Her
autobiography was published in The Colorado
Magazine.
In a sense this book is more than a sketch of
three women; it is a biography of a family with
all its rivalries, foibles, failures and loyalties. It
is also an account of remarkable courage,
stamina and adaptability on the raw frontier of
the western slope. Read and enjoy it as popular
history.
Mary Lee Spence

A past president of the Western History Association,
Mary Lee Spence is an associate professor at the
University of Illinois, Urbana -Champaign, and a coeditor of the three-volume documentary The Expeditions of John Charles Fremont (1970-1984). She continues to write about the Fremonts and is working on
a social history of waitresses.

TIME EXPOSURE: THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF WILLIAM HENRY J ACKSON. Introduction by Ferenc M. Szasz. (Aiburquerque, NM: University of New Mexico Press, 1986. 400 pp.,
illus. $9.95 paper)
William Henry Jackson's autobiography, Time
Exposure, is surely a western classic. After all,
how often do we have a reminescence which
spanned a ninety-seven year period (Jackson died
in his ninety-ninth year) and one which so nearly matches the overall period of photography
from the daguerreotype to Kodachrome? Moreover, Time Exposure is highly readable and wonderfully personal throughout: ''As I remember,
I saw my first automobile in Denver," Jackson
wrote, adding wryly that he also recalled his
reaction: "What a fine way to get around with
a camera!"
Although Jackson began his photographic life
in a portrait studio in 1857 at age fourteen, he
is best known for his work on the western
surveys beginning in 1867. He was the official
photographer of the United States Geological
Survey from 1870-78. He later traveled throughout the world, including Siberia, with the World
Transportation Commission and the Photochrom
Company. He was also a fine sketch artist and
painter and in 1936 was commissioned by the
United States Department of the Interior to paint
murals for its new buildings. He was ninty-three
at the time.
Time Exposure is not merely a tale of western
exploration. Rather it is an authentic story of one

man's pursuit of opportunity in a field which had
become a life-long passion. Jackson, for instance, tells us just as much about the techniques
of economic survival as he does about "photography as art."
In a new introduction, Ferenc M . Szasz
observes that "Jackson's book reveals an implicit
faith in the nineteenth-century American dream
of success" and suggests that Jackson "lived out,
in reality, what his contemporary Horatio Alger
portrayed only in fiction . ''
My own copy of Time Exposure is a first edition dating from 1940. It is in hard cover and
occupies a special shelf reserved for works too
precious for casual handling. Thus, I especially
welcome this handy new edition and recommend
it to all with an abiding interest in western history
as well as to those who may question the power
of a single individual to make his or her mark
on society.
Peter E. Palmquist

Peter E. Palmquist is a photographic historian specializing in nineteenth-century California photography.
He has been a professional photographer for thirtyfive years.
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GOLD SEEKER: ADVENTURES OF A BELGIAN ARGONAUT DURING THE GOLD RUSH
YEARS. By Jean-Nicolas Perlot. Translated by Helen Harding Bretnor. Editing and introduction by Howard R. Lamar. (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1985. xxxii + 451 pp.,
illus., index. $29.95)
The gold seekers knew they were engaged in
an historic enterprise. They wrote long descriptive letters, journals, and - when still in the
prime of life - memoirs. The surviving documents are so numerous that a greenhorn might
be excused for wondering: why publish another?
One good reason for doing so lies in the fact
that several indispensible gold rush narratives
have been found only during the last decade. In
The World Rushed In (1981), J . S. Holliday
created a masterpiece by framing the journal entries of William Swain with extrapolations from
other diarists. A number of scholars, most notably Sandra L. Myres in Ho for California!
(1980), broadened the human dimension of the
overland experience by bringing together the
journals of women who crossed the plains. Now,
Yale University Press illuminates the part played
in the gold rush by another "minority group,"
miners from Europe, by publishing the memoirs
of a Belgian argonaut, Jean-Nicolas Perlot.
It is not news that "foreign miners" were
numerous in the diggings. The statistics have
been there since the census of 1850. Every description, journal and memoir takes note of them.
Nevertheless, the collective impression, however
much we might try to resist it, has been that the
Sonorans, Celestials, Chileans, Germans,
"Keskydees," and others were peripheral to a
great American adventure, like a Hunanese restaurant in Peoria.
Perlot's memoir helps to remedy the misapprehension by virtue of the many characteristics
it shares with the Americans' accounts: the
sameness of the labor, the techniques of mining,
the food, the illness and death, the occasions of
elation and despair. There is also something to
be learned in the nuances with which Perlot's experience differed from that of the sturdy Jacksonians all around him. For example, he and his
Franco-Belgian companions, newly arrived in
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California, made a good deal more fuss about
the ''dangers'' of the American environment than
one is likely to find in the journal of a nativeborn American. No doubt they were less at ease,
and Perlot's tales of the Wild West were what
gripped his audience when, retired in Belgium,
his success as a racounteur led to the writing of
Gold Seeker.
Students of American ethnicity should read this
book. Scattered all over the Sierra Nevada,
Perlot and his Belgian compatriots repeatedly
sought out one another for solace, reunion and
drunking bouts. Something of an amateur ethnologist, Perlot also commented often about Indians.
Students of western urban history should see at
least the sections dealing with Perlot' s later years
in the United States, when he was a successful
landscape architect in Portland.
Neither gold rush scholar nor buff should pass
up this book about an extraordinary fellow,
proud of his resourcefulness, good-humored and
an engaging writer. I would rank Gold Seeker
among the dozen or so most rewarding of the
gold rush narratives.
The excellent translation from the French is
by Helen Harding Brentnor, late of the Bancroft
Library. Editor Howard R. Lamar adds chapter
introductions, corrects Perlot's memory, particularly in regard to places, and wisely elected
not to encumber an excellent, literate narrative
with too many footnotes.
Joseph R. Conlin

A professor aJ California State University, Chico,
Joseph Conlin recently completed a year as Fulbright
Professor of American Studies at the University of
Salzburg. University ofNevada Press has just published his Bacon, Beans and Galatines: Food and Foolways on the Western Mining Frontier.

VIGILANTES IN GOLD RUSH SAN FRANCISCO. By Robert M. Senkewicz, S. J, (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1985. xvi + 272 pp., illus., appendix, notes, index. $24.95)
This is one of the best books on California
history to appear in the last ten years and easily
the best treatment of a crucial episode in nineteenth-century California: the San Francisco vigilante movement of 1856. Both philosopher Josiah
Royce and historian Hubert Howe Bancroft
wrote about the vigilantes. Royce's favorable account (1886) saw the vigilante movement of 1856
as the decisive event in the emergence of a true
community in San Francisco after the chaos of
the gold rush years. Bancroft produced a massive
book (1887) glorifying the vigilantes of 1856.
For very different reasons Bancroft and Royce

perpetuated the myth of the vigilantes which was,
essentially, that the "noble" merchants who
dominated the vigilance committee redeemed the
city from criminals and political misrule abetted by election-day fraud and intimidation.
The myth of the vigilantes was adopted by
respected historians and biographers of the early twentieth century and endured untill950 when
William H. Ellison's A Self-Governing Dominion
put the first chink in the vigilante armor of selfrighteousness. Since then a number of historians,
including this reviewer, have sought to replace
myth with reality . But all of these revisionist,
anti-vigilante studies have been much less comprehensive than the book-length treatment of-

fered here by Father Senkewicz. Going back to
Ellison, historians of recent years have put the
vigilante myth on the ropes, but this new book
delivers the knockout punch .
To summarize briefly is to oversimplify
Senkewicz's careful, nuanced interpretation, but
basically his view is that the San Francisco merchants of the 1850s were victimized by a chronic
oversupply of goods which resulted in ruinously low prices and numerous business failures.
Mainly of native Yankee Protestant stock, these
conservative merchants found scapegoats in
terms of ethnic (the Irish), religious (the
Catholics), and political (the Democratic faction
headed by David C. Broderick) nemeses. Thus,
the Irish Catholic Democrats of San Francisco
bore the brunt of vigilante intimidation. Although
the vigilantes did seize political control of San
Francisco from Broderick and his followers,
Senkewicz shows that the anxiety-ridden merchants who formed the core of the vigilance committee never did gain the economic security and
success they so desperately desired.
Father Senkewicz's innovative research on the
geography and demography of San Francisco
enables us to understand clearly the various blocs
and factions of the seething city. The key issue
of antagonism between Protestants and Catholics
is treated with admirable objectivity by the
author, a Jesuit, who has no religious axe to
grind. This is high-quality interpretive scholarship, but it is neither dry nor abstract. Senkewicz
brings San Francisco of the 1850s to life with
vivid detail, penetrating insight, and a pithy,
pungent style of writing. Finally, there is a
bonus : an appended essay which guides the
reader through the intricate, interesting, centuryand-a-quarter-long historiography of the San
Francisco vigilantes of 1856.
Richard Maxwell Brown

Richard Maxwell Brown is Beekman Professor of
Northwest and Pacific History at the University of
Oregon. He has published many books and articles
on American violence and vigilantism, and he may be
the first scholar outside of California to teach a course
on the history of the Golden State.
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SAN FRANCISCO, 1865-1932: POLITICS, POWER, AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT. By
William Issei and Robert W. Cherny. (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1986.
352 pp., illus. $35)
In recent years, academic historians have discovered San Francisco. Intrigued by dramatic
events like the Gold Rush, the earthquake, and
the 1934 general strike and by distinctive patterns of social mobility and class and ethnic conflict, scholars are busily revising older notions
about the West's first metropolis. The analytical
precision of social history has replaced the heroic
romances penned by Hubert Howe Bancroft (and
his assistants), Gertrude Atherton, and others
who seemed to lose interest in events that took
place after April 18, 1906.
William Issei and Robert Cherny's book draws
on and represents the best of the "new" history
of San Francisco. The authors focus on the subject of urban power - what it meant, who held
it, and how and why it changed over time - during the period of the city's greatest influence on
the West and the nation. In the process, they
deliver insights about a large number of significant topics, from the administration of city
government through the demographic shape of
neighborhoods to the failure of moral reform.

They also include a splendid photo-essay that
combines obligatory portraits of political and
business leaders with shots of workers on the job
and in the streets. The book packs a tremendous
amount of information into two hundred and
eighteen pages of text.
Issei and Cherny's major argument is a sound,
though not surprising one. Despite organized
labor's persistent and often successful attempts
to gain a share of municipal power, business aided by "an ideology of privatism, prosperity, and
progress'' always ''defined the political agenda''
(pp. 5, 211). As elsewhere in the United States,
workplace disputes rarely developed into classwide conflict, and the exigencies of urban growth
in a capitalist system usually cemented unionists
into coalitions dominated by an interlocking network of bankers, merchants, and manufacturers.
Local elections for candidates and various ballot
measures often split voters along class lines, but
such popular politicians as long-time Mayor
James Rolph, Jr., could convince both sides that
nothing really vital was at stake. That the contenders for power were all charming men of
western European background aided the
amicable resolution of differences.
I do have a few minor criticisms . Sometimes,
the authors list the names of prominent San Franciscans without explaining their historical role;
they slight the significance of gender, an especially glaring fault in the chapter which discusses
prostitution and public education; and, though
their prose style is lucid and free of academic
jargon, it rarely evokes the social tensions and
personal dramas which led novelist Frank Norris
to dub San Francisco a great "story city." But
Issei and Cherny have produced the best scholarly work yet written on a complex and fascinating
subject, and that is achievement enough .
Michael Kazin
Michael Kazin teaches United States history at
American University in Washington, D. C. He is the
author ofBarons of Labor: The San Francisco Building Trades and Union Power in the Progressive Era
(1987) as well as reviews and articles on California
history.

76

THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN

PEOPLE OF CHANCE: GAMBLING IN AMERICAN SOCIETY FROM JAMESTOWN TO
LAS VEGAS. By J ohn M. Findlay. (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1986. vi+ 272
pp., illus., biblio., essay, notes, index. $19.95)
The growing popularity of legalized gambling
in the United States has brought increased interest among scholars in its impact on American
life. Because most recent studies are problem or
policy-oriented, social scientists have been dominant, and this makes John Findlay's People of
Chance, a social history, a welcome addition to
the literature.
Findlay, a history professor at the University
of Washington, focuses on chance-taking and
betting in four places and times: the English colonies; the Old Southwest, 1800-1840; California since the gold rush; and Las Vegas. Half of
the book, originally a doctoral dissertation, is
devoted to the development and impact of gaming in Las Vegas. This may disappoint readers
expecting a more comprehensive study, but it
breaks new ground in a fascinating field and suggests avenues for further research.
Findlay neither defends nor condemns gambling but shows that it has been a part of Americana
since the seventeenth century when English
adventurers used lotteries to raise money for the
colonies. The Continental Congress held a grand
lottery to finance the Revolutionary War. As a
restless , chance-taking people moved west, gambling increased. Getting ahead quickly, whether
by claiming free land, scooping up gold nuggets ,
or winning at games, established personal identity and status on the frontier. Gambling flourished in the gold rush and, later, speculation in
Comstock mining stocks after reactionary forces

clamped down on reckless betting in San Francisco.
When gambling was also suppressed in Los
Angeles in the late 1930s, underworld figures
moved their operations to Las Vegas , which
became an outpost playground for southern
California. Nevada, lacking other depressionrecovery stimulators, legalized all table games
in 1931 and was receptive to the boom that
followed .
Although Findlay ignores the pioneering work
in Reno in merchandizing and democratizing
gambling, which preceded similar developments
in Las Vegas, he perceptively interprets Las
Vegas as having been on the cutting edge of
change in a postindustrial society - both a last
frontier and a new frontier. This is a refreshing
departure from the "Nevada-bashing" of gambling critics or defensive outcries from supporters .
People of Chance should interest students of
urban history, leisure, and postindustrial America, as well as gambling. The footnotes and an
excellent bibliographical essay are important
sources for further research .
Robert W. Davenport
Roben W. Davenpon is an associate professor of
history at The University of Nevada , Las Vegas. His
teaching and research interests are in Nevada , the
West and the Progressive Era.
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SHARPS RIFLES AND SPANISH MULES: THE SAN ANTONIO-EL PASO MAIL, 1851-1881.
By Wayne R. Austerman. (College Station, TX: Texas A & M University Press, 1985. 336 pp.,
illus., maps, biblio, index. $29.50)

Technically, this book could be considered
business history. However, the story is so interesting and exciting that there is virtually no comparison with soporific studies of the coups of urban companies and corporations. West Texas
was as uncomfortable (heat, dust, thirst, bugs and
spines) in 1881 as it was in 1851 , and almost as
dangerous as when the Comanches, Mescaleros,
K.ickapoos, Comancheros and white outlaws first
began to raid mail vehicles. Nevertheless, the
line, as if asking for trouble, not only improved
its schedules from the very start, but also extended itself to connect with Santa Fe across the Jornada del Muerto and far-off San Diego via the
Gila Trail and California's Colorado Desert.
Austerman writes well , though his taste for
Karl May-like dramatics (melodramatics?) in his
chapter titles - "Omens and Rivals, " "The
Flame and the Talons," and "Thrones for the
Ravens" may give fusty-dusty history profs the
willies. His research, however, especially in
documents and old newspapers, should satisfy
the most carping critic. He has topped his prodigious research by retracing the two (Upper and
Lower) roads, converging at Fort Stockton, with
camera in hand.
The mail contractors and expressmen, the
drivers, guards and hostlers of this postage and
passenger line emerge as genuine heroes . With
one hand, they beat off Indian raiders while, with
the other, they had to lobby , beg and bribe inept
Washington politicians and bureaucrats. The Post
Office Department, in its wisdom, apparently
based contract cost-estimates on two-horse carriages skimming along the Boston Post Road and
could not understand coaches bouncing across
dry washes. It fined the Texans for losing mail,
scattered or burned by predatory Apaches while
torturing, killing and mutilating the "mailmen."
Fittingly, the tough hombres of the mail line were
not put out of business by hostiles or politicos,
or even a Civil War, but by the arrival of the
railroad in the Southwest.
The expressmen were protected only minimally and sporadically by a politicized and bureaucratized Army in underpowered Trans-Pecos
posts. Mostly, they had to depend on their seem-

78

THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN

ingly arrow-proof mules and their new-fangled
Sharps rifles.
The book's sketch maps could be clearer and
more complete, and some transitions in the text,
such as ownership transactions and Butterfield's
duplication of routes, might have been handled
a bit more slowly. There are a few flaws, for
example, "Chihuahueiios" for the usual "Chihuahuenses,' ' ''Carissa' ' never corrected to Carrizo, an Italianized ''Glorietta Pass,'' but these
are mere fly specks . The bibliography is excellent, and the chronology a very useful tool. The
text is great. All in all, this is a splendid example of fresh regional history .
Richard Dillon
Riclwrd Dillon is editing for publication Isaac Duval's
memoir of his 1849 trek through the Southwest to
California. He is the author of The Gila Trail: The
Texas Argonauts, and the California Gold Rush, 1960.

RICHARD H. KERN, EXPEDITIONARY ARTIST IN THE FAR SOUTHWEST, 1848-1853.
By David J. Weber. (Albuquerque, NM: University of New Mexico Press, 1985. xiii + 355
pp., illus., biblio., index. $45)
If not for his singular talent, the bearded young
man looking out from the daguerreotype with
puckish smile might simply have cavorted in Santa Fe with his Odd Fellow chums, derided Mexicans, and left nothing more than his name on
Inscription Rock. But Richard Hovendon Kern
could draw.
Born in Philadelphia and trained at the Franklin Institute, Richard, like his artist younger
brother Edward, could also boast, or curse his
luck, that he had been with the Pathfinder, and
almost died. A survivor of John Charles
Fremont's disaster in the Rockies in 1848-1849,
Richard Kern, drawing all the while, found himself in Taos and Santa Fe, then as expeditionary
artist with Lieutenant James H. Simpson in 1849,
Captain Lorenzo Sitgreaves in 1851, and finally Captain John W. Gunnison in 1853, when he
did die, at age thirty-two, victim of an Indian attack in Utah.
Brief though his career was, no artist in the
field ahead of the camera did more to acquaint
the American public with the exotic Far Southwest than Richard Kern . Now, in this splendid,
lavishly illustrated, meticulously documented
book by David J. Weber of Southern Methodist
University, the role of Kern and other government-subsidized documentary artists can be fully appreciated.
Because much of the original art is now lost,
scholars have wanted to know how faithful

engravers and lithographers were in rendering
the artists' images for the printer. Remarkably
so, concludes Weber. And what about the artistrecorders themselves? Were they not tainted by
the Romanticism of their day? While demonstrating thoroughly "Kern's customary attention
to detail" (p. 185), Weber points out that his artist did not scruple to improve on nature, to move
mountains on occasion, in the interest of a more
pleasing composition. Kern may have taken more
care with the built environment. One example
cited to the contrary (p. 276), I think, is invalid.
Inside the church at Zuni (p. 64), the artist
showed some of the ceiling beams running
lengthwise, not to give added depth to the scene,
but because, over the crossing, that is the way
they probably ran.
To the far-seeing, adventurous, fun-loving,
enthnocentric, accomplished Dick Kern, as he
himself might have said - and to David J.
Weber, his equally accomplished artistic biographer - I say: Jolly good, jolly good!
John L. Kessell

John L. Kessell is the author ofThe Missions of New
Mexico Since 1776 (1980). He is currently editing the
journals of Diego de Vargas .
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CASTRO'S COLONY: EMPRESARIO DEVELOPMENT IN TEXAS, 1842-1865. By Bobby
D. Weaver. (College Station, TX: Texas A & M University Press, 1985. xv + 158 pp., illus.,
notes, maps, biblio., index. $17.50)

In February, 1842, fifty-five-year-old Henri
Castro of France received two empresario grants
from the Republic of Texas. As a result he unleashed considerable colonizing energies which
would profoundly affect the area south and west
of San Antonio. To help implement a program
of immigration he entered a partnership arrangement with Baden merchant Ludwig Huth whereby eldest son Ferdinand Louis would act both
as manager and business agent for the colony
while Castro would expend 12,000 francs
($2,400) to hire ships and transport both colonists
and goods to Texas. He also employed agents
at strategic cities in Europe and the United States
to lure prospective settlers, instructed surveyors
to lay out towns as well as individual twenty and
forty acre plats, and promised each colonist free
housing and food for a year.
By 1847 Castro had established four townsCastroville, Quihi, Vandenburg, and Dhanis after transporting 2,134 Alsatians, Swiss, and
Germans first to the Texas coast, thence inland
for a brief stay at San Antonio, before moving
them to their new homes. By so doing, asserts
author Bobby D. Weaver, archivist at the Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum at Canyon,
Castro "instituted the first major settlement west
of San Antonio" (p. 122).
Like other stories of immigration, this one involves hardship, deprivation, disappointment,
and death. To sail in small, crowded, and at
times unseaworthy ships was bad enough, but to
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proceed to the western frontier of Texas was, at
best, foolhardy. With less than twenty inches of
rainfall the land was not conducive to farming;
the vegetation, except along the small streams,
was desert-like; the temperatures were insufferably high for Europeans; and a "diet of commeal mush supplemented by some garden
vegetables and wild game" (p. 104) was far from
satisfactory. And with disease or Indian attack
ever-present, the Castro colonists, who were
either unarmed or inexperienced in handling guns
and who were city dwellers rather than farmers,
were "ill-prepared both psychologically and
economically for the work at hand" (p. 108). Little wonder that Castro could never persuade
"more than 1,000 to live in or near the grant at
any given time" (p. 96).
Although the prose, by the author's admission,
is ''halting'' (p. xv) and the organization (by
discussing the settlers' hardships in one of the
latter chapters rather than weaving them into the
narrative) somewhat disconcerting, Castro's Colony is a worthwhile addition to Texana. The
research is thorough, indeed impressive, and the
story an important segment of the Republic and
early statehood.
Ben Procter
Professor of History at Texas Christian University, Ben
Proctor is an authority on Texas history. He is the
author of The Texas Heritage, 1981.

ADOBE WALLS: THE IDSTORY AND ARCHEOLOGY OF THE 1847 TRADING POST.
By T. Lindsay Baker and Billy R. Harrison. (College Station, TX: Texas A & M University
Press, 1986. xx + 413 pp., illus., maps, biblio., index. $39.50)
One of the continuing needs in American
historical archaeology is for archaeologists and
historians to communicate and work together.
This volume is a successful example of such an
effort. For the first time an accurate account of
the life and death of the average buffalo "hide
man" is presented, an account that is in sharp
contrast to the popular Hollywood view .
Through history and archaeology we not only
observe the writings by and about the hide men ,
but we can see the everyday artifacts of their
lives, the things they ate, drank, and smoked,
and how they constructed their buildings. To
their credit, the authors also present a balanced
view of the American Indian involvement in the
drama of Adobe Walls.
Chapters in the history section cover the
historical background, Indian involvement, and
the Adobe Walls battle as seen from many
sources, with an evaluation of these sources, an
accounting of who was in the battle, who was
not, and the battle's aftermath. A final chapter
evaluates the locality after it became an important archaeological and historical site, a phase
too often ignored by traditional historians.
The archaeology section begins with a description of the site, overview of the history, and the
field work. The section on structures is the best
in this section and demonstrates so clearly why
historians and archaeologists must collaborate.
The use of informants' statements, photographs
of the archaeological evidence, and sketches of
the reconstructions are all excellent.

The descriptions and analyses of the artifacts
do not measure up to the standards of the
preceding portions. The correlation of illustrations with the text is poor and the artifact illustrations are too small to be useful in comparative
studies. The iron artifacts should have been
cleaned before photographing. Other problems
in artifact description include the use of the terms
"china" and "crockery" for ceramics, suggesting that all glass trade beads were made in
Venice, describing Prosser ceramic buttons as
milk glass and clay pipes as made of kaolin.
The volume ends with a short chapter of conclusions that is largely a recapitulation of the
prior major observations. Aside from the few
problems noted, this volume is a welcome addition to the literature of historical archaeology.
As an example of what can be done when
historians and archaeologists cooperate, it should
remain a standard work for many years. Most
important, it is a detailed and easily-read study
of the hide men and the site of Adobe Walls.
Roderick Sprague

Roderick Sprague has coruiucted archaeological work,
especially historical archaeology in the Pacific Northwest and Canadian Maritimes, since 1953. He is
Director of the Alfred W. Bowers Laboratory of Anthropology arui Professor of Anthropology at the
University of Idaho.
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PIDL SHERIDAN AND IDS ARMY. By Paul Andrew Hutton. (Lincoln, NE: University of
Nebraska Press, 1985. xvi + 479 pp., illus., maps, notes, biblio. $29.95 cloth, $14.95 paper)
Philip Henry Sheridan (1831-1888) is best
known as the Hero of Winchester during the
Civil War, and perhaps that war's most effective combat commander. Of his postwar career,
however, Sheridan left in the public mind mostly the phrase: ''The only good Indian is a dead
Indian. " It is to the later career that Hutton
devotes this life-and-times biography.
Sheridan celebrated the end of the Civil War
by leading a military demonstration along the Rio
Grande , displaying United States displeasure
with the French occupation of Mexico. There
followed a short career as a reconstruction governor in the Gulf States, a position from which
President Andrew Johnson removed him because
of his repressive measures. A stint as a department commander was followed by a long tour
as commander of the Military Division of the
Missouri, a post reserved for the second general
of the Army.
The Division of the Missouri, headquartered
at Chicago and covering nearly half the continental United States, was the battleground for the
majority of the action during the last wars between the government and the Indians. Sheridan,
accordingly , was the chief fighter of the Indian
Wars, and as Hutton demonstrates he carried his
hard-hitting tactics of the Civil War onto the
western plains. The "rebellious" Indian was to
him an enemy, pure and simple, and Sheridan
gave no quarter to enemies. Although much of
the material is familiar, and perhaps overly anec-
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dotal, Hutton's account, by focusing on Sheridan's perspective, is one of the better summaries
of the last Indian campaigns.
The author follows his subject into diplomatic
activities at home and abroad, and through extracurricular interests such as conservation. Only
there can Hutton be charged with error, for he
makes too much of Sheridan's role in the protection of Yellowstone National Park. He entirely
misinterprets the origins of the national forest
reserves. A lesser complaint might be raised
about Hutton's account of Sheridan's tenure as
Commanding General. He seems to realize that
Sheridan was the weakest tenant that office ever
had, but hesitates to explain just why.
Sheridan was a very flawed man, at home only
on a modern battlefield, so it is perhaps
understandable that there should be some minor
flaws in this biography, including enough typographical errors to be noticeable. On balance,
however, this is a very good book, and Hutton
deserves our gratitude for shedding light on an
important figure in military history.
David A. Clary
David A. Clary is the Principal ofDavid A. Clary and
Associates, an historical and environmental consulting
firm based in Bloomington and Worthington, Indiana.
His recent books include Timber and the Forest Service (1986) and The Inspectors General of the United
States Army : A History , 1775-1903 (1986) .

COXEY'S ARMY: AN AMERICAN ODYSSEY. By Carlos A. Schwantes. (Lincoln, NE:
University of Nebraska Press, 1985. xii + 321 pp., illus., notes, index. $22.95)
Carlos Schwantes has chosen the ''narrative
style" (p. x) for his treatment of the fascinating
phenomena we somewhat arbitrarily place under
the rubric, Coxey's Army. That approach serves
well in the episodic, dramatic and personal
aspects of those "petitions in boots" making
their way across the land in 1894 to protest at
the national capitol the conditions besetting them
in that period of panic and depression. The
author makes his sympathies clear, and they in
no way interfere with good stories excellently
told. He gives us vivid portrayals of Jacob Coxey and various lesser luminaries, especially
California's Carl Browne and Charles T. Kelley.
He also emphasizes more than have others the
role of women in the movement. The story of
Carlotta Cantwell, wife of erstwhile leader Frank
"Jumbo" Cantwell of Tacoma, illustrates that
focus compellingly.
In some thematic areas, however, the narrative
style does not prove such an effective vehicle.
For example, the author relies heavily and very
impressively upon newspaper accounts, but he
addresses only obliquely the implications of the
fact that Coxey, Browne and the others had
created, as he puts it, "an unemployment adventure story that the press found irresistible" (p.
46). Also, the author seems convinced that
political party affiliation, aside from Populism,
meant little or nothing, a conviction not all would
share. Whenever a move was afoot, at almost

any time prior to the 1930s, to get the national
government involved in projects such as Coxey
proposed, the major parties reacted in predictably
different fashions, essentially the reverse of the
way they would react after the 1930s. For instance, we can consider the text the author
chooses to highlight his final chapter, a passage
from the Tacoma Daily News: "Coxeyism
teaches a bad lesson, the most dangerous lesson
indeed that can be taught to the American people - the lesson of dependence on the Federal
government" (p. 261). That statement of traditional Democratic dogma came from a paper
owned and operated by Franklin K. Lane whose
conviction that the world was governed too much
would in time qualify him for Woodrow
Wilson's cabinet.
Given the analytical excellence of other works
Carlos Schwantes has written, he might very
well, should he deem it worthwhile, turn attention to such matters as these. At present, he
deserves high commendation for a meticulouslyresearched and engagingly-written narrative.
Lewis 0. Saum

Lewis 0. Saum, Professor of History at the University of Washington, has research interests in American
cultural and intellectual history and in the history of
the American West.
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THE ARTS OF THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN: NATIVE TRADITIONS IN EVOLUTION. Edited by Edwin L. Wade. (New York, NY: Hudson Hill Press, 1986. 324 pp., illus.,
glossary, biblio., index. $50)
This is a fme work for two reasons, one visual
and the other intellectual. First, it is an art book
which provides an excellent illustrated introduction to the venerable history, complex development and contemporary diversity of Native
American art. The material in the sixty-seven
color plates and two hundred and eleven halftones ranges from Spiro Mound effigy pipes to
1980s pieces by living artists.
The illustrations underscore the variety and
aesthetic vitality of Indian art and point to a
perceived "renaissance," at least in the eyes of
new beholders who are just discovering this intriguing area. In fact, The Arts of the North
American Indian should show a wide audience
why Indian art has attracted a circle of stalwart
admirers for years.
It is impossible to summarize the fourteen
essays of this book in a short review. Editor
Wade juxtaposes a thematic essay against one
that deals with a specific issue. The broader,
more general essays by William C. Sturtevant,
J . C. H . King, Wolfgang Haberland, Evan M.
Mauer, John Anson Warner, and Gerhard Hoffman raise large philosophic concerns about Indian art. Gloria A. Young, Norman Feder, Bill
Holm, Christian Feest, Melvin Cohodas, and
Wade himself provide detailed case studies on
particular topics.
For example: Sturtevant contributes the
thoughtful and provocative, ''The Meanings of
Native American Art.'' Following this is
Young's "Aesthetic Archives : The Visual Language of Plains Ledger Art." Haberland's
"Aesthetics of Native American Art" is paired
with Holm's "The Dancing Headdress Frontlet:
Aesthetic Context on the Northwest Coast.''
Haberland raises pertinent concerns about
aesthetics which Holm applies to one type of art
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within one cultural area. The controversial and
enigmatic Jamake Highwater treats "Controversy in Native American Art." The briefest exposure to Indian art circles would familiarize
readers with the cast of characters in Rennard
Strickland's "Tall Visitor at the Indian Gallery;
or, The Future of Native American Art."
The book inadvertently demonstrates a problem which it raises in the first place. Several
essays note that non-Indian consumers of Indian
art and non-Indian ''specialists'' on Indian topics
have, for too long, set standards and taste in Indian art; however, The Arts of the North American Indian reflects this very tendency. The articles frequently quote Indian artists, but it would
have been worthwhile to have included one or
more essays by, or lengthy interviews with, those
practicing artists.
These insightful essays will stimulate further
debate about the definition, meaning, and
aesthetic quality of American Indian art. A close
reading reveals that these authors are not entirely in agreement ap10ng themselves, which is a
healthy sign.
The Arts of the North American Indian will appeal to museum and gallery personnel, artists,
collectors, and admirers of Indian art. Historians,
too, should read this book. The volume demonstrates that Indian art has been a significant part
of the ethnohistorical record of North America.
Joseph C. Porter

Joseph C. Porter is Curator of Western American
History and Ethnology at the Center for Western
Studies, Joslyn Art Museum, Omaha. He is the author
of Paper Medicine Man: John Gregory Bourke and
His American West (1986) .

PHIL WEYERHAEUSER: LUMBERMAN. By Charles E. Twining. (Seattle, W A: University
of Washington Press, 1985. xvii + 401 pp., illus., maps, index. $25)
For four generations, ever since the family
patriarch, Frederick Weyerhaeuser, purchased
900,000 acres of forest land in Washington in
1900, the name Weyerhaeuser has been associated with the Pacific Northwest. This predominantly business biography focuses on Phil
(Philip Weyerhaeuser, Jr.), leader of the third
generation. After an apprenticeship of thirteen
years in Idaho, he became chief executive officer
of the major family firm, the Weyerhaeuser
Timber Company, from 1933 until his death in
1956. Sponsored by the Forest History Society,
the author benefitted especially from interviews
with family members and business associates and
from the Weyerhaeuser office files. This book
should prove a useful supplement to Timber and
Men: The Weyerhaeuser Story published by
Ralph Hidy, Frank Hill and Allan Nevins nearly a quarter-century ago.
Readers will be particularly interested in the
interaction of Weyerhaeuser with the conservation movement. The company's motivation was
practical - to maximize profits from their timber
operations. A first step was selective logging,
with the younger trees being left standing for a
later harvest. By the early 1940s the company
had embraced the idea of "tree farming," the
reseeding of cutover lands to grow new trees.
It also embraced the idea of "whole log use"
by developing a range of byproducts beyond
lumber. The company may have been pushed in
these directions by pressures from conservationists, especially those in the Forest Service,
whose criticisms appear not always to have been
merited.
During the years of Phil's leadership, another
change should be noted, a transition in the structure of management. Earlier, decision-making
was informal and highly personal, involving discussions between Phil, family members, and
fellow executives. Because of Phil's personality
and his unusual capacity for sound judgment, the

system worked well. Company growth and outside pressures gradually forced a more complex
pattern, leading to a major overhaul just after
World War II. The outcome was a more structured professional management which eventually diminished the family's influence on business
operations.
Although cast in the form of a biography, this
book's greater interest for many readers will be
in what it tells of the growth of the Weyerhaeuser
Timber Company. In that connection, a little
more of the comparative, evaluating Weyerhaeuser in the context of the industry, would
have been useful . So would a couple of organization charts showing the Weyerhaeuser enterprises
at some point in the Great Depression and what
they later became following World War II.
Gerald T. White
The reviewer is Professor of History Emeritus at the
University of California, Irvine. He has written several
books and articles relating to business history,
especially of the California oil industry.
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Pacific Bookshelf
Harlan Hague

TRAILS AND RAILROADS
In Along the Santa Fe Trail (University of New
Mexico Press, Albuquerque, NM. 1986, 184 pp.,
$39.95 cloth, $19.95 paper) , Marc Simmons retraces
the trail of the twentieth-century landscape. Photographs are by Joan Myers. Destination: Denver City,
The South Platte Trail (Ohio University Press, Athens,
OH. 1985,293 pp., $29.95 cloth, $14.95 paper), by
Doris Monahan, recounts the development of this important migration route from the 1850s until its
usefulness ended with the corning of the Union Pacific
Railroad.
The California Trail Yesterday and Today: A Pictorial Journey Along the California Trail (Pruett
Publishing Co., Boulder, CO. 1986, 188 pp., $24 .85
cloth), by William E. Hill, presents an interesting comparison of vintage views of the trail - paintings, drawings and photographs - with modern photographs.
The author includes a year-by-year brief account of

the trail's history as well as comments on diaries and
guide books .
Encyclopedia of Western Railroad History, The
Desert States: Arizona, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah
(The Caxton Printers, Ltd., Caldwell, ID . 1986, 318
pp., $34.95 cloth), by Donald B. Robertson, should
prove a useful reference work. It includes data on the
largest to the smallest lines, not neglecting even
Nevada's Bristol Silver Mines Company , whose fifteen miles of track ran from Pioche to Jackrabbit.
Railroad enthusiasts also will enjoy Don L. Hofsommer, The Southern Pacific, 1901-1985 (Texas A &
M Press, College Station, TX . 1986,412 pp., $44.50
cloth) . The generously-illustrated narrative, written
by a company historian, is a scholarly business history
of the transportation colossus during the period of its
greatest growth and diversification.

MINING
An important era in the settlement of Colorado is
chronicled in The Great Pikes Peak Gold Rush (Caxton Printers, Ltd. , Caldwell , ID . 1985, 124 pp. ,
$12 .95 cloth), by Robert L. Brown. Oscar Lewis'
Silver Kings: The Lives and Times of Mackay, Fair,
Flood and 0 'Brien, Lords of the Nevada Comstock
Lode (University of Nevada Press, Reno, NV. 1986,
286 pp. , $10 paper) is a reissue of a mining classic.
It includes a new introduction by James J. Rawls.
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Treasure in the Dust: Enduring Gold and Silver 's
Century of Divorce (Panorama West Books, Fresno,
CA. 1985, 177 pp., $10.95 paper) is more than a mining history set in California and Nevada. Focusing on
author Becky Boudway's miner father, it is also family
history .

INDIANS
In The Indians in American Society: From the
Revolutionary War to the Present (University of
California Press, Berkeley, CA. 1985, 127 pp., $15 .95
cloth), Francis Paul Prucha rejects the popular view
of Indian-white relations in terms of ruthless white aggression . He proposed alternative themes of white
paternalism and its counterpart, Indian dependency .
American Indian Prophets: Religious Leaders and
Revitalization Movements (Sierra Oaks Publishing Co.,
Newcastle, CA. 1986, 138 pp., $11.95 paper), edited
by Clifford E. Trafzer, is a collection of essays on
a variety of Native American religions and their
leaders . The anthology first appeared as a special issue
of the American Indian Quarterly (Summer 1985).
The Dakota or Sioux in Minnesota As They Were
In 1834 (Minnesota Historical Society Press, St. Paul,
MN. 1986, 192 pp., $7.95 paper) is author Samuel
W. Pond's recollection of twenty years of missionary
work among the Dakota. First issued in 1908, the new
edition includes a new introduction by Gary Clayton
Anderson. The story of an enemy of the plains Sioux
is told in Chief Pocatello, The ''White Plume''
(University of Utah Press, Salt Lake City, UT. 1986,
142 pp., $6.95 paper), by Brigham D. Madson. This
is an account of the desperate struggle of the Shoshoni
Indians, living in the border country of today's Utah

and Idaho, to save their land and lives from the encroaching whites.
The Osage Indians in Oklahoma also suffered from
white encroachment, but benefitted otherwise from
their technology . In The Underground Reservation:
Osage Oil (University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln,
NE. 1985, 266 pp., $22.95 cloth), Terry P. Wilson
explores the mixed blessing of oil wealth on the Osage
people. Less dramatic, and probably less traumatic,
is the story told in Tradition and Change on the Northwest Coast: The Makah, Nuu-chah-nulth, Southern
Kwakiutl, and Nuxalk (University of Washington
Press, Seattle, WA. 1986, 256pp., $19.95 cloth), by
Ruth Kirk. The narrative focuses on the two generations that passed from the day of canoes to one of
floatplanes .
Two volumes that will prove useful reference tools
were recently released. Handbook of the North
American Indians: Great Basin (Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 1986, 852 pp., $27 paper),
Warren L. D'Azevedo , ed., is volume 11 in this fine
series. It is available from the United States Government Printing Office. Atlas of the North American Indian (Facts on File Publications, New York, NY .
1985, 276 pp., $29.95 cloth), by Carl Waldman, is
an atlas, encyclopedia and history .

LAW AND LAWLESSNESS
University of Nevada Press has added another fme
reprint to its Vintage West series: Richard Dillon's
Wells, Fargo Detective: A Biography of James B.
Hume (University of Nevada Press, Reno, NV. 1986,
320 pp., $8.95 paper). This new edition includes a
new foreword by Roger D. McGrath. Robber and
Hero: The Story of the Northfield Bank Raid (Minnesota Historical Society Press, St. Paul, MN . 1986,
224 pp ., $5.95 paper), by George Huntington, is a
reprint of the classic account of a famous JamesYounger attempted robbery in 1876. First published
just nineteen years after the foiled robbery, the new
edition contains an introduction by John McGuigan.

Sunstone Press, Santa Fe, NM, has issued three
books in its Western Legacy Series: Sheriff William
Brady: Tragic Hero of the Lincoln County War (1986,
128 pp., $10.95 paper), by Donald R. Lavash; Alias
Billy the Kid: The Man Behind the Legend (1986, 145
pp., $12.95 paper), by Donald Cline; Sheriff Pat Garrett's Last Days (1986, 95 pp., $8.95 paper), by Colin Richards. More concerned with intolerance than
lawlessness, War, Revolution and the Ku Klux Klan:
A Study of Intolerance in a Border City (Texas Western
Press, El Paso, TX. 1985, 201 pp., $20 cloth), by
Shawn Lay, examines the rise of the KKK in El Paso
during the era of World War I.
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WOMEN
Chinese Women of America: A Pictorial History
(University of Washington Press, Seattle, WA. 1986,
128 pp., $24.95 paper), by Judy Yung, is a refreshing
look at this minority within a minority. The volume
attacks the stereotypes of the delicate, exotic celestial
with bound feet and the abused slave girl. Another
woman in need of rescue was the prostitute, the subject of Fair But Frail: Prostitution in San Francisco,
I849-I900 (University of Nevada Press, Reno , NV .
1986, 136 pp., $15 cloth), by Jacqueline Baker
Barnhart.
New Mexico Women: Intercultural Perspectives
(University of New Mexico Press, Albuquerque, NM.

1986, 424 pp., $29.95 paper), edited by Joan M .
Jensen and Darlis A. Miller, is a collection of articles,
some original and others previously published, that
examine the contributions of women from all of New
Mexico' s cultural groups . While Calico Chronicle:
Texas Women and Their Fashions, I830-I9IO (Texas
Tech Press, Lubbock, TX. 1985, 191 pp. , $25 .95
cloth, $15.95 paper), by Betty J. Mills, will be particularly interesting for its focus on women's fashions,
there is much good social history here. The volume
is attractively illustrated, with many photographs of
elegantly-dressed mannequins, presumably from the
museum on the Texas Tech University campus.

ART AND LITERATURE
Boise State University, Boise , ID, has added five
titles to its Western Writers Series: Elmer Kelton, by
Lawrence Clayton; William Stafford, by David A.
Carpenter; Simon Ortiz, by Andrew Wiget; John
Nichols, by Peter Wild; John Gregory Dunne, by
Mark Royden Winchell. The paperback volumes of
approximately fifty pages sell for $2.95 each.
A delightful book, The Pueblo Storyteller: Development of Figurative Ceramic Tradition (University of
Arizona Press, Tucson, AZ. 1986, 201 pp., $40
cloth), by Barbara A. Babcock and Guy and Doris
Monthan, is both art and literature. The popular
Storyteller doll is the result of the union of the ancient Pueblo traditions of telling stories and working
with clay .

Native American art is increasingly the subject of
scholarly publication. John C. Ewers' Plnins Indian
Sculpture: A Traditional Art From America's Heartlnnd (Smithsonian Institution Press , Washington, D.C.
1986, 239 pp., $39.95 cloth, $24.95 paper) is the first
comprehensive look at the carvings of the Plains Indians. Ewers' descriptions are precise and the illustrations exceptionally well-presented. Art ofthe Northern
17ingit (University of Washington Press, Seattle, WA.
1986, 188 pp., $30 cloth) , by Aldona Jonaitis, is the
first book-length treatment of the complex art of the
Tlingit Indians , inhabitants of today's southeastern
Alaska.

THE PLAINS AND THE ROCKIES
The Spanish Mustang: From the Plains of Antkllusia to the Prairies of Texas (Texas Western Press,
El Paso, TX. 1986, 95 pp., $12 cloth) tells the story
of the wild horse of the plains from its origins to today's efforts to protect and maintain the purity of the
breed. Author Don Worcester, a professor, also raises
horses.
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Life on the Texas plains is the subject of John C.
Dawson's High Plains Yesterdays: From XJT Days
Through Drouth and Depression (Eakin Press, Austin,
TX. 1985, 274 pp., $14.95 cloth) . Cities ofthe Prairie
Revisited: The Closing of the Metropolitan Frontier
(University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln, NE. 1986,
288 pp., $25 cloth), by Daniel J. Elazar, is a com-

parative study of change in selected cities in lllinois,
Minnesota and Colorado during the years of the Great
Society, the Vietnam War and the Nixon presidency.
This is a follow-up study to Elazar's Cities of the
Prairie: The Metropolitan Frontier and American
Politics, published in 1970.
Borrowing a title from Wallace Stegner, The Native
Home of Hope: People and the Northern Rockies

(Howe Brothers, Salt Lake City, UT. 1986, 196 pp .,
$12.50 paper), edited by Thomas N. Bethell et al.,
is both history and speculation about the future. The
book is based on interviews with selected leaders who
were asked to talk about their hopes and fears for the
region.

PACIFIC NORTHWEST AND ALASKA
The first attempt to investigate in a single volume
the modern issues of women, minorities, radicalism
and environment in the Pacific Northwest is Experiences in a Promised Land: Essays in Padfic Northwest
History (University of Washington Press, Seattle, WA.
1986, 410 pp ., $35 cloth, $18 .95 paper), edited by
G. Thomas Edwards and Carlos A. Schwantes. The
editors emphasize the twentieth century in this collection of articles, most of which have appeared
elsewhere.
City of Dreams: A Guide to Port Townsend (Bay
Press, Port Townsend, WA. 1986, 330 pp., $10.95
paper), edited by Peter Simpson, is five writers' collective perception of their Washington community. It

is an encyclopedic guide to present-day sights and
structures, but the history is not neglected. Land of
the Umpqua: A History of Douglas County, Oregon
(Douglas County Commissioners, Roseburg, OR.
1986, 285 pp., $25 cloth, $15 paper), by Stephen Dow
Beckham, is the first thorough history of this southwestern Oregon county in more than one hundred
years.
"Father Tom" of the Arctic (Binford & Mort Publishing, Portland, OR. 1986, 163 pp., $10.95 paper),
by Louis L. Renner, S. J., is the story of Father
Thomas Patrick Cunningham's ministry in Alaska. In
addition to serving his Eskimo parishioners, "Father
Tom" also was a military chaplain.

GREAT BASIN
Geology of the Great Basin: A Natural History
(University of Nevada Press , Reno, NV. 1986, 198
pp., $22. 50 cloth), by Bill Fiero, is the third volume
in this fine Great Basin Natural History Series. The
book includes comment on national monuments and
state parks where significant geologic features can be
observed.
Oscar Lewis' The Town That Died Laughing: The
Story ofAustin, Nevada (University of Nevada Press ,
Reno, NV. 1986, 235 pp., $8.95 paper) is a reprint

of a classic. A new foreword by Kenneth N. Owens
has been added to this paperback edition. The confrontation between union radicals and the corporate
establishment at Goldfield, Nevada, at the turn of the
century is told in The Ignoble Conspiracy: Radicalism
on Trial in Nevada (University of Nevada Press, Reno,
NV. 1986, 209 pp., $16.50 cloth), by Sally Zanjani
and Guy Louis Rocha. Goldfield, one of the last boomtowns of the West, was a stronghold of the Industrial
Workers of the World.
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Longtime Califom ': A Documentary Study of an
American Chinatown (Stanford University Press, Stanford, CA. 1986, 423 pp., $35 cloth, $10.95 paper),
by Victor G. and Brett deBary Nee, is a reprint of
a study of San Francisco's Chinatown, first published
in 1972.
The story of an Hungarian immigrant who became
one of the Smithsonian Institution's most successful
collectors of natural history specimens is the subject
of John Xantus : The Fort Tejon Letters, 1857-1859
(University of Arizona Press, Tucson, AZ. 1986, 255
pp. , $23. 50 clotiT), by Ann Z winger. The book is

based on the correspondence between Xantus, stationed at Fort Tejon in California's Tehachapi Mountains, and the Smithsonian.
Peter E. Palmquist's Photographers of the Humboldt
Bay Region, 1965-1870 (Peter E. Palmquist, Arcata,
CA. 1986, 132 pp., n.p.) is the second volume in a
series on the photographers of this northern California region. Pioneer banking and private money in
California are covered in San Francisco Clearing
House Certificates: Last of California's Private Money
(McDonald Publishing, Reno , NV. 1986, 32 pp.,
$3 .95 paper).

NEW MEXICO AND ARIZONA
The role of the officials entrusted with representing Indians in legal matters is treated in Charles R.
Cutter's The Protector de Indios in Colonial New Mexico, 1659-1821 (University of New Mexico Press,
Albuquerque, NM . 1986, 129 pp., $8 .95 paper). The
volume is especially interesting for its treatment of the
clashes over land rights between Hispanics and
Indians.
Navajo Trader (University of Arizona Press, Tucson, AZ. 217 pp., $19.95 cloth) , by Gladwell Richardson, edited by Philip Reed Rulon, is the story of for-
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ty years as a trader on a reservation. At Richardson's
death in 1980, this autobiographical manuscript was
found among his papers. Richardson, better known
by the pen name of Maurice Kildare, was a prolific
writer of western fiction, mostly published abroad.
Originally published in 1921 , Mormon Settlement
in Arizona (University of Arizona Press, Tucson, AZ .
1986, 307 pp., $9.95 paper), by James H. McClintock, is a reprint. A new foreword ,by Charles S. Peterson is added.

Announcements
Texas Western Press of the University of Texas at El Paso sponsors the
annual C. L. Sonnichsen Book Award Competition. A cash award of
$1,000 wili be awarded to the outstanding nonfiction manuscript dealing with the history, literature, or cultures of the Southwest, and the
winning title will be considered for publication. The 1986 winner, Murder
on the Santa Fe Trail by Marc Simmons, will be published in 1987. For
further information, contact Texas Western Press, University of Texas
at El Paso, El El Paso, TX 79968.
The Reserve Officers Association of the United States has announced
the establishment of the annual Pershing Prize. The award includes a
medal and a $500 prize for the best scholarly article published each year
on American reserve policy or the history of the reserve component of
the U. S. armed forces. Inquiries may be sent to Dr. Charles J . Gross,
HQ AFSC/HO, Andrews AFB, Washington, D . C. 20334.
The Coalition for Western Women's History is holding a national conference, entitled "The Women's West," on the roles of women in
American western history. The focus will be on the multi-cultural experiences of women in the American West. The conference will meet
August 13-16, 1987, at San Francisco State University. For information write to CWWH, Women's Studies Program, Washington State
University, Pullman, WA 99164.
"The Arts on the Plains: The Role of Institutions" is the topic of the
12th Annual symposium sponsored by the Center for Great Plains Studies
with cooperation from the Nebraska Art Association. The conference
in scheduled for March 16-18, 1988, and proposals for papers must be
submitted by July 1, 1987. For details, contact Norman Geske, Center
for Great Plains Studies, 1213 Oldfather Hall, University ofNebraskaLincoln, 68588.

Just issued

The Notorious I. C. WOODS of the Adams Express
by Albert Shumate
foreword by Kevin Starr
This handsome book includes letters of the San Antonio-San Diego Mail Line. 144 pages, hardbound, illustrations, maps and index, $16.50. California customers please add sales tax. Postage
free on pre-paid orders, otherwise $1. 50.

The Arthur H. Clark Company
P. 0. Box 230
Glendale, CA 91209
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